THE : 


REGISTER OF PENNSYLVANIA. 








LS 





ee a ee ee 


DEVOTED TO THE PRESERVATION OF EVERY KIND OF USEFUL INFORMATION RESPECTING THE STATE. 





VOL. III.—NO. 25. PHILADELPHIA, JUNE 20, 1829. 








EDITED BY SAMUEL HAZARD. 








NO. 77, 





ADDRESS ON INFANT SCHOOLS. 
Substance of an address delivered at the anniversary of 
the Infant Schools for the Northern Liberties and 
Kensington, May 4, 1829. By the Rev. M. M. Carl. 
The age in which we live, is one of unexampled ex- 
ertion in the cause of humanity. No former period of 
the history of mankind, has witnessed such disinterest- 
ed and effective efforts, for the melioration of our spe- 
cies, by disseminating the principles of order and vir- 


tue, among the remote and uncivilized nations of the 


earth, and especially by instructing the rising genera- 
tion, as the period in which we live. 

The christian world seems to be achieving a complete 
and decisive conquest over those narrow and selfish 
principles and feelings, with which they have been so 
long enslaved, and are beginning to realize and to act 
upon this great scripture truth, that real and genuine 
happiness consists in doing good to others. It is this 
spirit of love and good will te man, that first started and 
has since kept in motion, that grand and stupendous 


of infantile instruction, and the influence it must neces- 
| sarily have on the individual and on society at large. 
| If we inquire respecting the cause why men have 
| been so loose in their principles, and vicious in their 
conduct, it seems to be, that in the places of education 
of all ranks, until lately, too little attention has been 
paid to religious instruction. 

**Yoo many,” says Dr. Fuller, “are more careful to 
bestow wit on their children, rather than virtue,—the 
art of speaking well, rather than doing welt.” But their 
morals ought to be their chief concern; to be prudent, 
honest, good and virtuous, an infinitely higher accom- 
plishment than being learned, rhetorical, or that which 


men. An industrious and virtuous education for chil- 
dren, is to them a better inheritance than a great estate, 

The formation of character commences at a very early 
period, and the human mind is susceptible of the seeds 
of truth or error, of virtue or vice, at the very dawn of 
existence! It becomes then a matter of infinite impor- 
tance, as it regards individual welfaie and social happi- 


machinery, which is destined to change the moral and | ness, to transplant those tender shoots from the hot-bed 


physical aspect ofthe world, It is this spirit which has 
- sent forth the bible into all lands, penetrating like a ra- 
diant glory, the thick darkness, and beaming light into 
the dwellings of those who, ‘‘sit in the region and sha- 
dow of death.” It is this spirit that has rescued mil- 
lions from the evils of idleness and profanation, and 
poured the healing balm of sacred instruction into their 
tender minds. 

But of all the efforts which have for their object the 
improvement of man, and the advancement of his moral 
and intellectual condition, none have higher. claims to 
attention than that of Infant Schools. They are posses- 
sed of advantages which are peculiar, and which give 
them a decided superiority over other plans, which have 


the same object in view. In instructing adults and chil- | 


dren by means of the bible, and that excellent institu- 
tion the Sunday Schools, we are obliged to operate on 
minds already under the influence of habit; minds in 
which there is much of evil and of error: consequently 
before a proper superstructure can be raised, much 
time and labour are consumed in clearing away the rub- 


bish and preparing a suitable foundation; and even after | 
all our labor, we have the mortification frequently to | 


see those early evil impressions, which had only been 
kept quiescent, burst forth in acts of folly and wicked- 
ness, threatening to defeat all our labour and all our 
hopes. 

But in the Infant School the mind receives its first 
impulses, and a habit of truth and_ order is impressed 
from the beginning. Here we commence with the ear- 
ly spring, whilst the bud of intellect is forming, and be- 
fore the flower has had time to expand, and wither un- 
der the blight of pernicious example. Hence it will be 
easy to give such direction and bias to the pliant twig, 
as shall best secure the health, vigour and fruitfulness 
of the future T’ree. 

Here we shall labour to great advantage, and with a 
certainty of success: for there will be no inveterate hab- 
tls to overcome, but we shall form the mind inte what- 
ever shape we please. 

If we reflect upon the early formation. of character, 
we shall be sensibly impressed with the vast importance 

Vou. Il. 49 





: world usually calls great scholars and fine gentle- 


|of vice and corruption, to a more friendly and genial 
| soil; where they may receive that culture, that tender 
land compassionate care, which will insure an abundant 
| crop of future virtue and usefulness. 


O how enviable the condition of those, who directing 
their exertions to the purification of the very originand 
source of human society, the very cause of motives and 
of actions, are preventing the perpetration of crime, and 
the infliction of horrid and too frequently inefficient 
punishment! It is on such efforts and such works as 
these, that angels look down with complacency and de- 
light, and which must receive the smiles and approba- 
tion of God himself! : 7 - . 

It would be useless to multiply facls or waste your time 
in adducing instances of juvenile depravity, in order to 
substantiate that, which is so well known to every man of 
common observation, viz: that the formation of character 
| is coeval with the dawn of existence,or that habits,either 
good or bad, ‘“‘grow with our growth and strengthen 
with our strength.’”—Let any one visit those parts of 
|a city, where the poor chiefly reside, for the purpose of 





| 


| making observations in relation to this subject, and he 
will want no arguments to convince him of this truth.— 
He will there see children of various ages; the infant 
| wallowing in the dirt, or just beginning to walk, mix- 
| ing in the sports of those who are older, their little ears 
continually assailed with language in all its deformity; 
| the language of vulgarity, of blasphemy and of lies: their 
| attention continually arrested by scenes of disorder, of 
quarrelling, fighting and pilfering: In short he will see 
a school in which the first rudiments of vice are taught 
and eagerly imbibed; where impressions are made 
which are never afterwards wholly effaced from the 
mind; where the seeds of mischief and disorder are 
sown, in a most retentive soil, which no subsequent care 
or labour will ever be sufficient entirely to eradicate. 
Can it be matter of surprise, that children passing 


| through such a course of instruction, as this, should, as 


they advance towards maturity, ripen also in wicked- 
ness and in guilt? Is it to be wondered at, that in aso- 
ciety where the children are thus neglected, that there 
should be an increase of crime; that lying, roguery, 
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theft, murder, and the indulgence of every evil should 


the forms of humanity, and in the persons of a Howard 
be so common? Is it matter of surpr'se that your pris- 


and a Fry, have penetrated the prison and the dungeon, 
ons should be increased in number and in size, that new | and poured the healing balm of consolation into the bo- 
modes of punishment should be invented? Ah! you | som of sorrow and distress! But who has been found to 
may increase the number of your jails, you may alter | stretch out the hand and snatch the infant from the in- 
their construction, you may invent new punishments; | fection of moral depravity, and form its tender mind up- 
but it will all be in vain; the core of society is diseased; | on the model of religion, of order and virtue? 
you are applying the caustic and the knife to aconsti-| Our blessed Lord says, ‘‘suffer little children to come 
tution inherently corrupted. After the crime has been | unto me:” in what possible way, can we better comply 
perpetrated and the mischief done, you then, like an un- | with the divine exhortation, than by watching with ten- 
skilful physician, begin to apply the remedy, instead of | der solicitude over the first impressions made upon 
applying your prescription to the root of the disease, | their infant minds, shielding them from the poisonous 
and thus preventing the crime, and of course the neces- | influence of corrupt example, and by placing before 
sity of punishment. | them those objects of excellence and beauty, every 
Now the grand object of Infant Schools, is to prevent | where to be seen in the works and in the word of God. 
crime, by rescuing the rising generation from the infee- | Objects which are so well calculated to develope the 
tious poison of wicked example; reducing them to or- | immortal powers and faculties of the mind, and awaken 
der, instructing them in various matters of science and | the kindly affections of the heart. Alas! how has this 
knowledge adapted to their tender years, and especial- | command of the Redeemer, been hitherto neglected!— 
ly instructing them in the moral and social duties; teach- | What myriads of the human family have been suffered 
ing them both by precept and example, to love God, | to pass heedlessly along the broad way that leads to 
and love each other. This is beginning at the souree, | guilt, to misery and death! permitted to go astray, and 
this is checking the evil in its very first formation, and | wander from the Lord, instead of being suffered to come 
this is the only way, in which our efforts can be success- | to Him! 
ful: our exertions have hitherto proved, ina great mea-| Strict obedience to this precept would banish crime 
sure, ineffectual, because they have not been applied | from human scciety; prisons and dungeons would no 
to the root of the disease, the wound has been slightly | longer pollute the abodes of men, and the gallows and 
healed; and hence it is perpetually manifesting itself | gibbet would be unknown. 
under new forms, symptomatic of increased malignity. | Every christian community is bound to obey this in- 
Let it not be supposed that I wish to depreciate the junction: and “suffer little children to come unto me;” 
efforts, which in our day have been made, and are still | ought to be engraven on every temple and sanctuary in 
making in the cause of benevolence and humanity. The ; the lund. Bat instead of this, what is the fact; the chil- 
numerous institutions of the present day, are excellent | dren of the poorer classes are for the most part treated 
in their kind, and do honour to the age in which we | like out-laws, permitted to run at large, and as soon as 
live; but they do not go to the fountain head, they do | they are old enough to perpetrate mischief and crime, 
not take the disease in its incipient state, they apply | by a sort of retributive justice, they begin to prey up- 
more tothe correction and punishment, than to the pre- | on that community which has thus suffered them to 
vention of crime. ‘They begin to operate upon society grow up, under the withering, debasing influence of 
after the habit is formed, of course their exertions must | ignorance and neglect. 
be directed rather to the extirpation of noxious weeds} Every child should be considered as forming a con- 
and poisonous plants, than to the first formation of good | stituent part of the community to which he belongs, and 
habits and virtuous inclinations. Hence much pains and | should as early as possible be preserved from all con- 
toil are thrown away, and we have the mortification, | taminating influence; and means should be provided 
frequently to see our well intended labours end in dis- | for the proper development of his mental and physical 
appointment. | powers. Instead of being suffered to run wild, insiead 
It is a common saying, the result of experience, that, | of being abandoned to his fate and utterly neglected, 
“an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.” And | nota little lamb should by any means, be suffered to 
this is no less moraé/y than physically true. There can | stray away from the field. : 
hardly be a doubt, that a small portion of the ex-| This would be acting in accordance with the spirit 
pense and labor, which have been applied to the pun- and tenor of the divine exhortation; this would indeed 
ishment of crime after it has been committed, expended | be suffering little children to come unto Him, this would 
in its prevention by means of infantile instruction; would | be worthy of the high original, the exalted destiny of 
have yielded to society an increase of sixty, nay a bun- | man, and would prepare him for the end of his exis- 











dred fold of peace,-order and good government. | tence, a life of usefulness here,and of endless happiness 
It is but too apparent, that in our extensive and grow- | hereafter. 
ing country,crime not only kceps pace with our increa-| But leaving morality and religion out of the question; 


sing population, but that it rapidly accumulates, and asa matter of political economy and actual saving to the 
that we are verging towards that state of depravity and | state, these establishments have no trifling claims on the 
corruption so manifest in many parts of Europe. | attention of economists and legisiators. 

It is evident that our existing institutions, and modes | It is not our intention to enter upon any elaborate ar- 
of punishment, are inadequate, and wholly insufficient _guments to prove that most of the evil and disorder 
to check the growing evil. ‘I'he question then that pre- | which infest society may be fairly traced to the neglect 
sents itself to our notice is; what is the des! mode of | of this critical and interesting period of human life.— 
preventing this alarming increase of evil, and of promo- | Reason and experience shew us, that it is in the spring 
ting the present and future’ happiness of our fellow , time of life, the seed of knowledge and virtue are to be 
men? This of Infant schools appears to me, to have a| sown. Anda higher authority informs us; “that what- 
decided advantage over all the modes hitherto adopted. | soever a man sows, that shall he reap.”” If the ground 

Many excellent plans have been devised by the char- | is not preoccupied with a good seed, the enemy will come 
itable and the humane, the object of which has been to | by night and sow fares, for the mind cannot remain va- 
increase the quantum of human happiness. Instruction | cant. 
has been freely dispensed, nations immersed in the! The fruit of this pernicious seed is perpetually man- 
gloom of ignorance have been enlightened, the bible | ifesting itself in disturbing the peace and order of soci- 
has been sent into all lands, and efforts made to sheathe | ety,and the community are burthened with am enormous 
forever the exterminating sword; the sick are visited | expense, to keep in check its all pervading influence. 
and relieved, the deaf and the dumb are restored to the _It isa fact capable of demonstration, that the amount 
comforts of social communication, the widow and the | which has been expended in the erection of one prison 
orphan supported and protected; Angels have assumed alone in this city, would support a sufficient number of 
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schools to educate ten thousand children upon the plan 
which we propose! 

But the maxim has heretofore been, millions for pun- 
tshment, not a dollar for prevention! 

Fellow citizens of Pennsylvania, awake! turn your at- 
tention to this subject; to you who have been accused of 
indifference towards the education of your sons, a glo- 
rious opportunity presents itself of retrieving your cliar- 
acter, and of taking that station among your sister states 
to which you are so well entitled. No longer spend 
your time and your money in fruitless attempts at refor- 
mation, by lopping off the branches whilst the root re- 
mains untouched; every returning year will then call for 
renewed and increased exertions, and the poisonous 
upas will continue to grow and expand,until its branches 
overspread the land; but strike at once at the rvof, and 
it will soon fall before you, never to spring forth aga‘n. 
U.S. Gaz. 
REVOLUTIONARY ANECDOTE. 











Colonel Allen MeLane.—This venerable and disting- 
uished soldier of the Revolution, after having reached 
the patriarchal age of 83, closed his earthly pilgrimage 
at Wilmington, Delaware on Friday the 22d ult. 

Colonel McLane was distinguished for during person- 
al courage, and for his unremitted activity as a parfizan 
officer. He was long attached to Lee’s famous Legion 
ot horse, which, throughout the war, was the terror of 
the British. An instance of his personal prowess, re- 
iated to us by himself, we may be permitted to give. 

While the British occupied Philadelphia, Col. Mc- 
Lane was constantly scouring the adjacent country, 
particularly the upper end of Philadelphia, Bucks, and 
Montgomery counties—seizing every opportunity to cut 
off the scouting parties of the enemy, to intercept their 
supplies of provision, and to take advantages of every 
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| troopers stationed near the road-side, and directly in 
| sight a-head, a farm house, around which he cbserved a 
| whole troop of the enemy’s cavalry drawn up. He dash- 


ed by the troopers near him without being molested, 


| they believing he was on his way to the main body to 


surrender himself. ‘The farm-house was situated at the 
intersection of two roads, presenting but few avenues by 
which he could escape. Nothing daunted by the form- 
idable array before him, he galloped up to the cross 
roads; on reaching which, he spurred his active horse, 
turned suddenly to the right, and was soon fairly out of 
reach of their pistols, though as he turned, he heard 
them call loudly to surrender or die! A dozen were in- 
stantly in pursuit; but, in short time, they all gave 
up the chase except two, Colonel McLane’s horse, 
scared by the first wound he had ever receiyed, and 
being a chosen animal, kept a-head for several miles, 
while his two pursuers followed with unwearied eager- 
ness. The pursuit at length waxed so hot, that, as the 
Colonel’s horse stepped out of asmall brook which 
crossed the road, his pursuers entered it at the opposite 
margin. In ascending a little hill, the horses of the 
three were greatly exhausted, so much so tHat neither 
could be urged faster than a walk. Occasionally, as 


| one of the troopers pursued ona little in advance of his 
| companion, the Colonel slackened his pace, anxious to 


be attacked by one of the two—but no sooner was his 
willingness discovered than the other fell back to his 
station. They at length approached so near, that a con- 
versation took place between them: the troopers calling 
out, ‘Surrender, you damn’d rebel, or we’ll cut you in 
pieces!” Suddenly, one of them rode up on the 
right side of the Colonel, and without drawing his 
sword, laid hold of the Colonel’s collar. The latter, to 
use his own words, “had pistols which he « :ew he could 
depend upon.’’ Drawing one from the holster, he placed 


Ae oe 


opening which offered for striking a sudden blow. In | it to the heart of his antagonist, fired, and tumbled him 
this capacity, he rendered many important services to | dead on.the ground. Instantly, the other came up on 
the army, and caused great alarm tothe British; and | his Jeft,with his sword drawn,and also siezed the Colonel 
though they frequently attempted to surprise and take | by the collar of his coat. A fierce and deadly struggte 
him, yet such was his constant watchfulness, that none of | here ensued—in the course of which Colonel McLane 
their attempts succeeded. Having concerted with Cap- | was desparately wounded in the back of his left hand, 
tain Craig, (now living,’ we believe, near Belvidere, N. | the sword of his antagonist cutting asunder the veins 
J.) the plan of an attack upon a small detachment of the | and tendons of that member. Seizing a favourable op- 
enémy, they agreed to rendezvous ata house near Shoe- ; portunity, he drew his other pistol, and with a steadiness 
makertown, eight miles from Philadelphia, on the Wil- | of purpose which appeared even in his recital of the 
low Grove Turnpike. Colonel McLane having order- | incident, placed it directly between the eyes of his ad- 
ed his little band of troopers to follow at some distance, | versary, pulled the trigger, and scattered his brains on 
commanded two of them to precede the main body,but | every side of the road! Fearing that others were in 
also to keep in his rear; and if they discovered an ene- | pursuit, he abandoned his horse in the highway; 
emy to ride up to his side and inform him of it, without | and apprehensive, from his extreme weakness, that 
speaking aloud. While leisurely approaching the place | he might die from loss of blood, he crawled into an 
of rendezvous, in this order, in the early grey of the | adjacent mill-pond, entirely naked, and at length 
morning, the two men directly in his rear, forgetting | succeeded in stopping the profuse flow of blood ac- 
their orders, suddenly called out,‘‘Colonel, the British!” | casioned by his wound. We have seen a painting of 
faced about, and putting spurs to their horses, were soon | this desperate encounter, very acurately representing 
out of sight. The Colonel, looking around, discovered | the contest. It used to be common in our auction-rooms, 
that he was in the centre of a powerful ambuscade, in- | but of late years has become scarce. It should be re- 
to which the enemy had silently allowed him to pass, | vived, painted on a large scale, and be hung up in the 
without his observing them. They lined both sides of | house of every man who venerates the memory of the Bl 
the road, and had been:stationed there to pick up any | departed patriots of his country. Sat. Bulletin. 

straggling party of the Americans that might chance to 
pass. Immediately on finding they were discovered, a | 
file of soldiers rose from the side of the high-way, and 
fired at the Colonel, but without effect—and as he pui | 
spurs to his horse, and mounted the road-side into the | (Continued from page 376. 

woods, the other part of the detachment also fired.—| Some time previously to the opening of the cam- 
The Colonel miraculously escaped; but a shot striking | paign of 1778, Sir Wilham Howe, at his own request, 
his horse upon the flank, he dashed through the woods, | was recalled, in consequence of which the command in 
and in a few minutes reached a parallel road upon the | chief devolved on Sir Henry Clinton, who immediately 
opposite side of the forest. Being familiar with the began to prepare for the evacuation of Philadelphia. 7 
country he feared to turn to the left, as that course led | Ww ashington was early apprized of Clinton’s intention i 
to the city, and he might be intercepted by another am- | of movement, and on the 17th June called a council of 
buscade. Turning, therefore, tothe right, his frighted | war, when the opinion of all his general officers was re - | 
horse carried him swiftly beyond the reach of those who | quired on the proper course to be pursued, all of whom ; 
had fired upon him. Alt at once, however, on emerging | concurred in sentiment that it wou'd not be advisable to fe 
from a piece of woods, he observed several British | disturb the British army while crossing the Delaware, or 
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to enter the works about Philadelphia until they should | ing decline 


be entirely evacuated. On the subject of a general or | 
even a partial action, whilst the enemy should be on | 
their march, a diversity of opinion existed. 

Out of the number of seventeen general officers, 
Wayne and Cadwalader were the only two who were | 
decidedly in favour of attacking the enemy; Fayette in- | 
clined to this opinion, without absolutely adopting it; | 
Greene was disposed fur something more than the coun- 
cil were willing to concur in. On the 18th Philadelphia 
was evacuated by the British, who on the same day | 
commenced their difficult march through Jersey, their | 
destination, as was presumed, being New York. On| 
the same day, General Washington broke up his camp 
at Valley Forge, for the purpose of following them, | 
with views which were to be regulated by contingen- | 
cies. On the 24th the main body of the American army 
was encamped about five miles from Princeton, in New 
Jersey, and that of the British at Allentown. 

Being thus relatively situated as to his enemy, Washe | 
ington again convened his council of general officers, | 
and stated to them the following facts: ‘*The enemy’s | 
force is bétween nine and ten thousand rank and file. 
The American army on the ground is 10,684 effective | 


i ee 


| ved forward about three miles in his rear. 


WAYNE. (June 





d it, was lessening him in the estimation of 
both officersand soldiers, he now solicited it. Washing- 
ington granted his request, provided the marquis had 
not commenced any enterprise. Lee advanced with two 


| additional brigades, and no enterprise having been com- 


menced by the marquis, although on the very eve of it, 
the senior General assumed the command of the advan- 
ced corps, now amounting to several thousand men.— 
Lee encamped at English town, and the main army mo- 
Sir Henry ~ 
had taken a strong position near Monmouth Court- 
house, about seven miles in advance of Lee, whilst Mor- 
gan’s corps hung on the enemy’s right, and Gen.. Dick- 
inson on their left. 

This being the relative situation of the armies, Wash- 
ington determined to attack the British rear the moment 


they moved from their ground. About 5 o’clock in the 


morning of the 28th June, intelligence was received 
that the front of the enemy was in motion. The troops 
were immediately put under arms, and orders dispatch- 
ed to General Lee, directing him to move on and at- 
tack the rear, ‘‘unless there should be powerful reasons 
to the contrary.” He at the same time was informed 
that the main body would be on its march to support 


rank and file, beside the advanced brigade under Gen-| him. In pursuance of these orders Lee made his dis- 
ral Maxwell of about 1200, and about 1200 militia.””— | positions for attack, from which Sir Henry discovering 
After this statement he proposed the question ‘‘will it | that his flanks and rear were both threatened, and be- 
be advisable to hazard a general action;’’ all the gene-! coming alarmed for his baggage, sent it forward, and 
rals composing the council, excepting Wayne, Cadwal- | covered the rear with “the strength and flower of his ar- 
ader being absent, gave a negative answer, like that of; my.’’ General Lee, in the first instance, supposing that 
the day preceding the movement of the army from Val-| their rear was protected by no more than 1800 or 2000 
ley Forge. It was however agreed to strengthen the | men, gave orders to General Wayne to advance on 
detachments which were then hovering on the flanks| them with 700 men and two pieces of artillery, while 
and rear of the British army, with an additional number | he, by a short route on the left, would gain their front, 
of 1500 men,‘in pursuance of which General Scott join- | and by these means cut off the covering party from the 
ed the advanced troops with that body of men. main body. Sir Henry, discovering Wayne advancing, 

Marshall, in his life of Washington, says, **Though | immediately wheeled about a body of horse and infant- 
every general officer, except Wayne, had signed the | ry, and commenced an attack, which was gallantly and 
opinion, given on the 24th, respecting the strength of| speedily repulsed, and intended to be followed up by 
this last detachment, yet the council had, on that point, | the artillery and a charge of bayonet, but while the dis- 
been nearly equally divided. Those who were decided- | position was making for this purpose, a general retreat 
ly against hazarding a serious action, either general or | of the whole adyance corps was ordered, which Lee af- 
partial, conceived the number agreed on, competent to | terwards states was done for the purpose of falling back 
every purpose which ought to be contemplated; while on more eligible ground, the covering party being in 
others, who privately wished to bring on something) numbers far beyond his first estimate. General Wayne 
more than light skirmishing, but had not sufficient con- | having been unsupported in his movement against the 
fidence in themselves to hazard the responsibility of | enemy, experienced very great difficulty in reaching 
openl# advising the measure, were desirous of augmen- | the retreating troops. Washington, who had not recei- 








ting it to 2,000 or 2,500 men.” The fact was, as the | 
same writer has said—*The American officers seem to | 
have been influenced by the councils of the Europe- | 
ans.” | 

General Washington, who although cautious, yet pos- 
sessing a very enterprising disposition, did, from the 
commencement, indulge the most anxious desire to 
close with his antagonist, and finding himself supported 





ved any intelligence from Gen. Lee on the subject of the 
unlooked for retreat, coming up. about noon, beheld- 
with equal mortification and surprise, the whole advan- 
ced corps retiring before the enemy, without having 
made but one, and that unsupported, effort to maintain 
their ground.” 

The commander-in-chief riding towards the rear met 
Lee, and proposed certain questions which implied cen- 





by some officers whom he highly valued, he “resolved | sure—Lee felt it, and replied with warmth and unbe- 
to take his measures on his own responsibility and with- | coming language. Washington passed on to the rear of 


out calling another council.’ He, therefore, despatched | the retreating troops, whom he found closely pressed by 
General Wayne, with 1000 selected men, to join the 


| the enemy—when he instantly took an advantageous 
advanced corps, which now amounting to upwards of | piece of ground, and there posted a body of troops in 
4000, became a major general’s command, the Marquis | order to give the enemy the first check. 
dela Fayette was ordered to that duty. These facts; General Lee being at this time told by one of his aids 
clearly evidenced Washington’s intention that his antag- | that Washington had taken the command, he replied, 
ovist should not escape without a general action; inas-| ‘then I have nothing further to do,” turned his horse 
much as Wayne had openly advocated that measure,and aad rode after his excellency in front; on Lee’s coming 
Lafayette was favorable to a partial one, therefore, ifan | up, the general gave him orders to take proper mea- 
opening occurred it was certain that those officers | sures with the residue of his division to stop the British 
would attack with their whole force, which it would be | column on that ground; when Lee replied, “your orders 
necessary to support with the main army. They were | shall be obeved, and I will not be the first to leave the 
also accompanied by Coione] Hamilton, aid to the com- | field.”” Washington after this immediately rode forward 
mander in chief, “‘who felt the strongest desire to sig-| tothe main army which was formed with the utmost ex- 
nalize the detachment, and to accomplish all the wishes | pedition. The general action shortly after commenced. 
of his general.” | The day was remarkably sultry, the army much fatigu- 
General Lee in the first instance, although entitled to | ed by its previous march, and at first thrown into some 
this command, declined it, as he was against both a par-! confusion by the unexpected retreat of the advanced 
tial or general action; but, on discovering that his hay-! corps, nevertheless the palm of victory was contended 
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for by Washington’s army until night separated the com- | 
batants, with a spiri¢ that will never be forgotten by A- 
mericans and the friends of freedom. | 
This engagement produced an additional sprig of lau- | 
rel for the wreath of Wayne. ‘The commander in chief, | 
in his official report to Congress of the action, observes 
—*‘Were I to close my account of this day’s transactions 
without expressing my obligations to the officers of the 
army in general, I should do injustice to their merit and 
violence to my own feelings. They seemed to vie with 
each other in manifesting their zeal and bravery. The 
catalogue of those who distinguished themselves is too 
long to admit of particularizing individuals. 1 cannot, 
however, forbear mentioning Brigadier General Wayae, | 
whose good conduct and bravery, throughout the whole | 
action, deserves particular commendation.” 
The following extract ofa family Jetter, of General | 
Wayne, gives a concise account of the battle of Mon- | 

mouth, so far as he was personally engaged in it: 
Spotiswood, 1st July, 1778. 
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occasion, but Pennsylvania showed the road to victo- 
| ry.” Signed, 


ANTHONY WAYNE. 
The palm of victory was certainly Washington’s on 


this day; although histriumph was not complete. Had ' 


his generals concurred with him as to the advisability of 
a general action, and not by an almost unanimously ad- 
verse opinion “trammelled his conduct and circumsceri- 
bed his views;” had not the advanced corps, by pre- 
cipitately falling back, surprising and confusing the 
troops which were rushing to its aid, and in conse- 


| quence requiring different and instantaneous arrange- 
| ments to be made in the front ofa gallant foe who had 


every thing at stake—the 28th of June, as the 4th of Ju- 
ly, would have been altogether ‘‘Worthy of adoration, 
and ever adored.” 

Sir Henry Clinton, in his official statement, reported 
his dead and missing at four officers and one hundred 
and eighty-four privates, his wounded at sixteen officérs 
and fifty-four privates. ‘*The stubborn fact” of burying 


*‘On Sunday, the 28th of June, our flying army came | the dead contradicts the correctness of Sir Henry’s 


in view of the enemy about 8 o’clock in the morning, | 
when I was ordered to advance and attack them with a | 
few men; the remainder of the corps under Gen. Lee 
was to have supported me, we accordingly advanced | 


statement. He left on the field of battle, independent- 
ly of those whom his own troops interred, 4 officers and 
245 privates, whose bodies were buried on the field by 
persons appointed for that express business, and whose 


and received a charge from the British horse and infant-| report was handed to the commander in chief. Some 


ry, which was soonrepulsed. Our general, however, | 
thought proper to order a retreat, in place of advancing, | 
without firing a single shot, the enemy following in 
force, which rendered it very diflicult for the small force 
I had, to gain the main body, being hard pushed, and 
frequently nearly surrounded. After falling back al- | 
mosta mile we met his excellency, who, surprised at 
our retreat, knowing that officers as well as men were 
in high spirits, and wished for nothing more than to be 
faced about and meet the British fire, he accordingly 
ordered me to keep post where he met us, having a bo- 
dy of troops with two pieces of artillery then under my 
command, and to keep the enemy in play until he had 
an opportunity of forming the main army and restoring 
order. 

We had just taken post when the enemy began their 
attack with horse, foot and artillery, the fire of their uni- 
ted force obliged us, after a severe conflict to give way; 
after which a most severe cannonade, accompanied by 
small arms, was opened by our left wing on the enemy, 
which gave them an effectual check. During the in- 
terval, which this occasioned, every possible exertion 
was made use of by his Excellency and the other gene- 
rals to spirit up the troops, and prepare them for anoth- 
er trial. 

The enemy began to advance again in a heavy column 
with the view of turning our left flank, but in this they 
failed. They then made a similar effort on our right, 
and whilst our artillery was handsomely playing on 
them, I advanced with a strong body of troops—we met 
the enemy—the contest was exceedingly warm and well 
maintained on each side for a considerable time, at 
length victory declared for us; British courage failed, 
and was forced to give way to American valor. 

After retreating a considerable distance, the enemy 
took astrong position. General Washington, although 
many of eur men were falling with thirst, heat and fa- 
tigue, resolved to renew the action, and made his dispo- 
sitions for that purpose, but night prevented their final 
execution. ; 

We encamped on the field of battle with a view of re- 
commencing the action in the morning, but Sir Henry 
deemed it prudent to evade this, by retreating in the 
dead of night; after having interred many of his killed, 
yet leaving us to bury some of his distinguished officers, 
and 245 of his soldiers, besides taking charge of a great 
number of his wounded. Our loss in this affair consists 
of a few gallant officers killed and wounded, and many 
brave soldiers in a similar state: 

Every general and other officer, (one excepted,) did 
every thing that could be expected on this great 








others were afterwards discovered and interred, increa- 
sing the amount to upwards of 300. This was not the 


| only deception of the kind used by the British comman- 


| ders during the revolutionary war, they made use of ev- 


| ry art to prevent a knowledge of their numbers in killed 


and wounded. 

The following is an extract of a letter of Gen.Wayne, 

to a friend, on this subject. : 
Paramus, 12th July, 1778. 

‘*We have been in perpetual motion ever since we 
crossed the Delaware, until yesterday, when we arrived 
| here, where we shall be stationary for a few days, in or- 
der to recruit a little after the fatigue which we have 
experienced in marching through deserts, burning 
sands, &c. &e. 

The enemy, sore from the action of the 28th ult. seem 
inclined to restalso. ‘They are now in three divisions: 
| one on Long Island, another on Staten Island, and a 

third in New York. 
The victory on that day turns out to be much more 
| considerable than at first supposed. Col. Butler, who 
remained on the ground two or three days after the ac- 
| tion, says that nearly three hundred British had becn bu- 
| ried by us on the field, and numbers discovered every 
| day in the woods, exclusive of those buried by the ene- 
| my, not much short of one hundred. So that by the 
most moderate calculation, their killed and wounded 
must amount to eleven hundred, the flower of their ar- 
my, and many of them of the richest blood of England. 
| ‘Tell those Philadelphia ladies, who attended Howe’s 
| assemblies and levees, that the heavenly, sweet, pretty 





red coats—the accomplished gentlemen of the guards 
'and grenadiers have been humbled on the plains of 
| Monmouth. The knights of the Blended Roses and of the 
Burning Mount, have resigned their laurels to Rebel of- 
| ficers, who will lay them at the feet of those virtuous 
| daughters of America, who cheerfully gave up ease and 

affluence in a city, for liberty and peace of mind in a 





cottage.” Adieu, and believe me 
Yours most sincerely, 
Signed, ANTHONY WAYNE. 


Sir Henry having in the night escaped from his ad- 
versary, as has been mentioned, took a strong position 
on the high grounds at Middletown; where, after remain- 
| ing a few days, he proceeded to Sandy Hook, whence 
| he passed his army over to New-York. Washington af- 
| ter paying the last honours to the gallant dead, svothing 

the minds and administering to the relief of the wound- 
| ed, proceeded by easy marches to the highlands of the 


Hudson. 


| Major General Lee was arrested upon sundry char- 
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ges, founded on his conduct at the battle of Monmouth, | 
tried, reported guilty, and sentenced to be suspended | 
from his command for twelve months. ‘The effect of | 
which was, says an elegant writer of military events of | 
that day, ‘‘that the veteran soldier, who had relinquish- 
ed his native country to support a cause dear to his 
heart, became lost to that of his adoption, and soon af- 
ter lost to himse!f; as the few years he survived seem to 
have psssed in devotion to the sway of those human tor- 
mentors, envy and hate.” 

General Lee, during the course of his trial, having 
made some severe strictures on General Wayne’s testi- | 
mony before the court martial, the latter officer sent | 
him a ‘message’ immediately after the close of the cam- 
paign. It appears that this was the only instance, in 
the public or private life of General Wayne, in which 
he ever felt himself bound to avenge what he may have 
deemed an insult,.in a similar manner; nor is it known 
that he wus ever ‘called out,’ by a like procedure. He 
was careful not to give offence, and therefore he was 
the more likely not to receive any. 

The sequel will prove that really brave and honorable 
military men can soon forgive, if not forget their differ- 
ences, or that they can peaceably adjust them without 
the ceremonious intervention of others, who too fre- 
quently cause bloodshed—in the detestable practice of 
duelling. 

It will also show that General Lee, although of a very 
warm temperament of mind, could regulate it in such a 
manner as to afford conclusive evidence not only of a 
great mind, but of a most noble and magnanimous heart. 


Elizabethtown, 7th Jan. 1779. 

Sir—The very severe strictures which you were plea- 
sed to make on my evidence in the course of your trial 
on account of the action of Monmouth, and the ungen- 
erous, though free manner, in which you affect to treat 
my opinion and military character in that, and a late 
publication in Mr. Dunlap’s paper, give a sensation 
which I can more readily feel than express. 

If it was your intention by these strictures to injure 
my military character in the eyes of the world, I know 
that you will have the candour to acknowledge it, as 
well as courage to accept my demand of honourcble re- 
Interim, { am your most obedient, 

Humble servant, 
ANTHONY WAYNE. 


Major General Lex. 


Elizabethtown, 8th Jan. 1779. 

Sir—That I should not have a right to show, when 
my life, fame and fortunes are at stake, the unsoundness 
of any opinion delivered by an evidence on the part of 
the prosecution,is left for the present humor of the times. 
You thought that we ought to have staid in a certain po- | 
sition; 1 think your opinion on this point erroneous, and | 
I have said so. If this is treating your military character 
with contempt, I am guilty, but in no other respect. 

I can honestly assure you that I have acted with the 
greatest candour towards you on every occasion, when 
you have been mentioned as the author of my wicked 
prosecution, for so I must think it, | have totally excul- 
pated you from the charge, and have done justice to | 
your courage and integrity. With respect to my pub- | 
lication in Dunlap’s paper, I give you my word and ho- | 
nour, than any further than condemning the position 
which you seemed to approve of, I never had vou or any 
one of the evidences in my thought—perhaps you have 
conceived some expressions made use of in this paper 
as alluding to you, when they alluded to the proceed- 
ings of the court,which you will see in some strictures I 
shall soon publish. I will now seriously conjure you 
to consiter whether the step you are now taking will 
not hurt you more in the opinion of the world than any 
thing I have said. However, if you persevere in your 
intention, as soon as I have taken a final leave of Con- 
gress, published my case to the world at large, and am 
sufficiently recovered from my late accident to act with 


| 
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vigour, I will not decline your invitation; although, at 
the same time, I cannot help expressing my concern 


_that a man of your courage, and (I believe, firmly, in- 


tegrity,) should appear in the list of persccutors of a 
man already too much persecuted forthe honour of this 
country, which I will venture to say has been twice sa- 
ved from destruction by the very man who now is the 
object of general slander, abuse, and very injurious 
treatment. In the mean time, sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 


CHARLES LEE, 
General Warne. 


Elizabethtown, 8th Jan. 1779. 

Sir—That you have aright tu differ in opinion with 
me, or any other gentleman, on a point where ‘your 
life, fame and fortunes are at stake,’ 4 readily grant, and 
that you have also a right to condemn any pusition 
which, in your opinion was improper; but I must still 
be permitted to think, that you had no right to 
take such free liberty, in other instances, with the mili- 
tary character of one who never injured you further 
than as an evidence with regard to the transactions of 
that day. You do me great injustice when you place 
me in the list of your persecutors. I should be the last 
man in this country that would be guilty of such a piece 
of cruelty, unless it be deemed persecution to ask re- 
dress for my injured character. 

I very sincerely lament the illiberality of some per- 
sons, who may be truly called persecutors, and who 
have attacked your character in the public prints in an 
unwarrantable and unmanly manner, to give it no harsh- 
er terms; and I assure you my feelings have been much 
hurt by the perusal of those attacks. 

When you have taken your ‘final leave of Congress, 
published your case to the world, and sufficiently recov- 
ered frem your late accident to act with vigour,’ I shall 
expect to hear from you. 

Interim, 1 wish you every comfort, 
And am your most obdt. humble servant, 
ANTHONY WAYNE. 
Major General Let. 


Berkeley County, Aug. 11th, 1779. 

Dear Sir—You will do me the justice to acknowledge, 
that at the time I was taught to think, Iam sure without 
foundation, that you were one of the most active in my 
prosecution, I gave it, as my opinion, that you were a 
brave officer and an honest man. You mast likewise re- 
collect, that when you sent me a certain message, at E- 
lizabethtown, I told you that if I was appointed to a 
command, and had my choice of brigadiers, you should 


be one of my first election. 1 hope, therefore, that what 
| 1am now going to say you will not consider as paying 
| my court in this your hour of glory, for as it is, at least, 


my present intention to leave this continent, where I 
have been scurvily and ungratefully treated, 1 can have 


| no interest in paying my court to any individual. What 


I shall say, therefore, is dictated by the genuine feeling 
of my heart. I do most sincerely declare, that your ac- 
tion in the assault of Stony Point, is not only the most 
brilliant, in my opinion, through the whole course of the 


| war on either side, but that it is one of the most brilliant 


[am acquainted with in history, the assault of Schweid- 
nitz, by Marshal Laudun, I think inferior to it. I wish 
you therefore, most sincerely, joy of the laurels you 


| have deservedly acquired, and that you may long live to 


wear them; and if you have leisure, as I am curious in 

these details, to inform me of the particular order of 

your disposition, you will much oblige one who is, with- 

out flattery, with respect, and no small admiration, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 


CHARLES LEE. 
Light Infantry Camp, Heights of ; 
Haverstraw, 20th Oct. 1779. 
Dear Sir—I received your very polite favour of the 
11th of August, some time since, but my papers and 


Brigadier General Wayne. 
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baggage being at a distance, I could not comply with | opinion, there is sufficient work done for the amount of 


your request so soon as I wished. 

Enclosed you will find the disposition of attack, and 
sketch of Stony Point. 

The encomiums yuu are pleased to pass on that affair 
afford me peculiar gratification, because they come 
from a gentleman of the first experience, and one whose 
military talents stand very high both in Europe and A- 
merica, Give me leave to assure you, sir, that if I have 
fought with some success, your approbation of my con- 
duct adds not a little to the pleasure I experienced on 
that occasion. 

I am with much esteem, 
Your most obedient servant, 
ANTHONY WAYNE. 
Major General Ler. 
( To be continued.) 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 
Taurspay Fvenine, June 11th 


Petitions were presented for repaving Chesnut street 
between Second and Third streets, for paving Rasp- 
berry Lane, for paving Norman’s Alley, and for an al- 
teration in the openings into the common sewers in 
Walnut street below Tenth. They were referred to 
the Paving Committee. 

Mr. Jolinson presented the following: 


To the Select and Common Councils. 


The paving committee deem it a duty they owe to 
themselves, briefly to state to Councils, that on enter- 
ing on the duties of their appointment, they have unan- 
imously resolved to devote more than the ordinary por- 
tion of their time to the promotion of the public good. 

They have endeavoured by every means in their 
power, to direct the City Commissioners in such man- 
ner and mode, by which the public work might be exe- 
cuted, as in their opinion seems best calculated to ad- 
vance the interest of their constituents. 

That im the discharge of those duties devolved on 
them, by virtue of the authority vested in them by 
Councils, it is with reluctance they have experienced a 
series of disappointments, such as in the opinion of the 
committee demands the attention and immediate inter- 
ference of councils. 

They therefore respectfully and earnestly beg leave 
to offer the following resolution for the consideration 
of councils. 

Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils that 
the committee of accounts, (in conjunction with the 
paving committee, ) be requested to institute an inqui- 
ry into the conduct, and to examine the accounts of the 
City Commissioners; to ascertain the amount of mo- 
neys drawn in their favor, and to what appropriations 
such moneys are charged, and to ascertain whether 
in their opinion, there is sufficient work done for the 
amount so drawn—whether proper vouchers have been 
produced to authorise such drafts, and that said com- 
mittee be authorised to report by bill or otherwise, 
such alterations in the ordinances prescribing the du- 
ties of the city commissioners, as in their opinion may 
appeur most conducive to the public interest. 

Mr. Page objected to the subject being referred to a 
committee which, from the phraseology of the resolu- 
tion, appeared to have already formed an opinion of the 
conduct of the commissioners. The City Commission- 
ers are our servants: bound to obey our directions, but 
they ought to be judged impartially. He thought the 
subject ought to be referred to a special committee. 

Mr. Johnson replied that the paving committee and 
the committee on accounts were better calculated than 
any special committee could be to make the investiga- 
tion. 

Mr. Bladen thonght it very incorrect for the paving 
committee to be judges and acusers also. 

Mr. O‘Neil moved to amend the resolution by strik- 
ing out the words, “and to ascertain whether in their 





money so drawn.” 

Perhaps the paving committee were not the best 
judges if the quantity of work done was proportioned 
to the amount of money expended. The object of the 
resolution would be attained, if these words were omit- 
ted, as well as it could be if they were retained. 

Mr. Baker inquired what else was the object of the 
inquiry, than to see if more money had not been expen- 
ded than ought to have been for the work done. 

Mr. O‘Neil, thought that the adoption of the resclu- 
tion, and the publication of the report, in the papers, 
might lead the public to prejudge the Commissioners. 

Mr. Johnston said it would be recollected, that at the 
first meeting of the Councils after the election, when 
it was not known who were to be the Commissioners 
for the present year, he brought forward a resolution 
directing an inquiry to be made if any alterations were 
necessary inthe ordinances prescribing the duties of 
these officers. Owing to the clashing that there had 
been, between the Commissioners and the committee of 
Penn Square, he did not deem it expedient to press the 
business then; but he was now very anxious for such 
arrangements to be made that there should be no more 
collisions between the Commissioners and the commit- 
tees of councils. 

The amendment was negatived. 

Mr. Page did not vote for the amendment: because 
his intention was to oppose the adoption of the resolu- 
tion. Was there one individual in the room who had 
not received the impression that the Paving Committee 
had discovered something in the conduct of the Com- 
missioners they thought wrong; and yet this very com- 
mittee is to sit in judgement on the Commissioners. 
They have formed an opinion, and then ask fer author- 
ity to institute an inquiry. Is this a just mode of pro- 
ceeding? 

Mr. Linnard the President of the Common Council, 
though he did not exactly approve of the wording of 
the resolution, voted for it, because he thought it the 
readiest way of bringing to a conclusion a dispute be- 
tween the Commissioners and the committe whether 
the cheapest way of doing the public work was by con- 
tract or by days’ labour. 

Mr. Bladen said it had not been mentioned in the 
course of debate that this was the matter of dispute be- 
tween the Commissioners and the Committee. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

A petition was received from the Southwark Hose 
Company praying for certain alterations in the door of 
their Hose House. On motionof Mr. O'Neil, a reso- 
lution was adopted directing the work to be done. 

Mr. Johnson presented the following: 

The Paving Committee beg leave to suggest to Coun- 
cils, the propriety of paving Broad street within the 
limits of Penn Square, for the following reasons— 

The Committee on the improvement of that square 
are desirous that the circular pavement on the south 
side, should be taken up, in order to enable them to go 
on with their intended improvements, the paving and 
curbstone forming that circle would be more than suffi- 
cient to finish Broad Street within the limits of the 
square, the hauling of which (together with the gravel 
underneath) would be trifling in comparison to that of 
procuring those materials in the usual way, and the 
earth removed from Broad street would be sufficient to 
fill up the grass-plots. 

The Committee have instructed Samuel Haines, City 
Surveyor, to draw a plan, and drive stakes for the line 
of footways, leaving the stone pavement fifty feet wide 
and footways thirty one feet six inches each, with two 
rows oftrees on each footway, forming a handsome 
promenade, similar to that fronting the State House and 
other public buildings on Chesnut street. 

The Committee therefore beg leave to present an or- 
dinance on that subject, for the consideration of Coun- 
cils. 
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The ordinance was passed. | 
The following was adopted on motion of Mr. Read: | 


Resolved by the Select and Common Councils, That | 

a Committee of two from each Council be appointed to 

inquire into the expediency of providing by ordinance 

for the removal of Collectors of the City Taxes in cases 
of delinquency, and for any other alteration in the 
mode of collecting taxes which may be rendered ne- | 
cessary by experience. 

On motion of Mr. Worrell the following was adopted: 

Resolved by the Select and Common Councils, That 
the City Commissioners (under the superintendance of 
the Paving Committee ) be directed to cause Broad 
street, within the limits of Penn Square, to be paved ' 
so soon as the Paving Committee deem it practicable. 

Mr. Read presented the following: 

The Committee to whom was referred the letter of the | 
Mayor, of the 50th April last, relative to the Lega- 
cies of Dr. Franklin and Mr° John Scott, Reports 
That according to the will of Dr. Benjamin Franklin, 

£1000 sterling was placed under the charge of the 

corporation of the City of Philadelphia, to be let only | 
on certain terms and for certain purposes therein men- 
tioned. His principal objects, were to accommodate | 
young married Artificers under the age of 25 years, | 
with Loans of small sums of money not less than £15 
nor exceeding £60—upon proper security the interest | 
to be paid yearly together with one tenth part of the 
principal—and these sums as repaid to be again rein- 
vested in the manner, for the space of one hundred 
years—at the end of this period he calculated, that the 
funds would amount to £131,000 sterling—and then he 
directs £100,000 of it to be laid out by the corporation | 
in public works beneficial to the City, and especially 
recommends the supplying the city with water from 
the Wissahickon creek by bringing it in pipes, “‘which | 
he apprehends can be done without great difficulty,the | 
level of that creek being much above that of the city, 
and may be made higher by a Dam;” and he “‘also re- | 
commends making theSchuylkill completely navigable. | 

The remaining £51,000 he would have continued to be 

let out on interest in the manner before directed for 

another 100 years—at the end of which time he calcu- 

Jates the fund would amount to £4,081,000 sterling, of | 

which sums he leaves £1,061,000 to the disposition of | 

the inhabitants of Philadelphia, and the remaining £3,- | 
000,000to the disposition of the government of Pennsy]- | 
vania. 
The then corporation of Philadelphia, accepted the | 
trust and it was managed by a committee of the Com- 
mon Council until the year 1797. ed 
By a resolution of the Select and Common Councils | 
of the 4th December, 1797—the Legacy was placed un- | 
der the care of the Treasurer who was directed to loan 
out such sums as he may receive on account of the said 

Legacy on such security as shall be approved by the 

Mayor or Recorder, and he was directed to keep a fair, 

account of his proceedings—under this resolution it | 

has been managed until the present time. The form | 
of the Bonds has not varied from 1791—and the war- 
rant of Attorney contained in them to enter judgment, 
is only to enter up judgments in cases ofa default in | 
any one instalment with power to issue execution for | 
“that instalment, and each subsequent instalment as it | 
may fall due and remain unpaid. 

The nominal amount of the funds on the Ist 
January, 1828, was according to the ac- 
counts of the corporation published by the 
Treasurer, $20,739 65 

Of this amt. there was in outstanding bonds 20,600 90 

Of which amount of principal at interest at 
five per cent. per annum, (agreeably to 


} 


the terms of the will) was, 16,870 00 
From which deduct the original amount of 
the Legacy, £1000 sterling, or 4,444 44 





$12,425 56 | 


—_——- -—--—--- - 
—— 


Shewing a nominal increase of principal of 
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Some variation has taken place since the Ist Jan. 
1828, but it is not of sufficient moment to notice in this 
report, as it will have no effect on the remarks of your 
committee, on the measures they shall submit to the 
consideration of Councils. 

Of this large nominal amount of $20,600 90, your 
committee regrets to say, a very great proportion never 
will be re-paid, either principal or interest, and of 
course will be adead loss to the fund, and interfere 
materially with the present utility of the Legacy, and 
the prospective benefits founded upon its gradual and 
certain increase. 

The causes which have led, to this apprehended, nay 
certain loss—are such, as were perhaps not contem- 
plated by the benevolent Testater, and it becomes the 
duty of the Trustees of his charity if possible, to pre- 
vent their recurrence. 

A great number of Bonds have been paid, not by 
their original borrowers but by their sureties, and this 
leads your committee to the inevitable conclusion that 
in such cases the Legacy has not fulfilled the intentions 
of the Testator. 

In some cases it is believed that the money borrowed 
has been shared between the borrower and the sureties. 
In one case the individual applying, his sureties havin 
been approved, was discovered to be unmarried, at 
his application was of course refused—he called a 
day or two afterwards, and produced a regular cer- 
lificate of his marriage which had taken place in the 
meantime, and obtained the amount, having brought 
himself within the words of the will. In other cases, 
the borrowers have been tenants of the Penitentiary— 
and in very many instances the borrowers and their su- 
reties have regularly taken the benefits of the insolvent 
Laws—or are dead leaving neither real nor personal 
estate. 


Itis not in the power of Councils to divert the funds 


_ from its original purpose, but it is certainly incumbent 


on them to secure the repayment of the: sums loaned 
by some effectual measures, not contrary to the expres- 
sed will of the Donor. The only permanent and cer- 
tain security for the repayment of such loans made for 
the long period of ten years is real estate—your com- 
mittee therefore think it proper that one at least of the 
sureties should be the holder of real estate situated in 
the city and county of Philadelphia, sufficient to se- 
cure the payment of the loan, and that the warrant of 
Attorney to enter judgment should be so altered as_ to 
let judgment be entered up immediately, and the ex- 
ecution be taken out for each instalment as it falls due— 


| if unpaid for the space of five days. 


These alterations, if the judgments be entered’ im- 
mediately, and proper care be taken in ascertaining 
the value and situation of the real security, will secure 
the repayment of the amounts borrowed, and the grad- 
ual increase of the funds agreeably to the calculations 
contained in the will. 

Your committee have observed with regret the names 
of females as securities to several of these bonds—This 
tlrey think should not be allowed, whether we regard 


| the intention of the Testator or the unnecessary and 


improper risk which it exposes a sex to, whose proper- 
ty ought never to be subjected, by any public regula- 
tions, to the hazard of suretyship. 

The present situation of the outstanding bonds de- 
mands immediate attention and your committee would 


suggest the propriety of the appointment of a com- 


mittee of one member from each Council, to take the 
same into consideration, with full power to take such 
steps relative to the collection of the same as they may 
dvem advisable and proper. 

The Legacy of Mr. Jol Scott, has never been used, 
no part of it having been applied for until very lately. 


It consists of the original Legacy of £3000 in the three 
_ per cent.—with its interest which has been invested in 


the city fivesana state fives to the amount of $1100 at par, 
and of a balance in the Treasury of 68 dollars, together 
with the aceruing interest. 
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The Legacy of £3000 in the 3 per cents. was left by 
John Scott of the City of Edinburgh, Chymist, to the 
corporation of Philadelphia, “to be applied to the same 
purpose as Dr. Franklin’s legacy,’? and the bequest 
was accepted by Councils on the 8th August, 1816. 

Your committee are of opinion that this bequest 
should be put upon exactly the same footing as that of 
Dr. Franklin, and be subject to the same regulations. 

Your committee therefore offer the following resolu- 
tions for the consideration of Councils. 

Resolved by the Select and Common Councils, That 
one of the sureties in each bond given for the payment 
of Loans hereafter to be made from Dr. Franklin’s Le- 
gacy, shall be the owner of real estate situated in the 
City and County of Philadelphia, sufficicnt to secure the 
repayment of the principal and interest of such Loan, 
and that the warrant of attorney accompanying or con- 
tained in such bond shall contain an authority to enter 
judgment immediately and to take out execution for 
each instalment as it falls due if unpaid for the space 
of five days, and that it shall be the duty of the Treas- 
urer to enter up such judgment immediately, and to 
og the sum received from time to time according to 

w. 

Resolved by the authority aforesaid, That no female 
shall be taken as a surety in any such bonds for the re- 
payment of Loans from Dr. Franklin’s Legacy. 

Resolved by the authority aforesaid, That the Le- 
gacy of John Scott of Edinburg, of $3,000, with its in- 
terest, be placed under the same management and be 
subject to the same regulations as Dr. Benjamin Frank- 
lin’s Legacy of £1000 sterling, and that Loans be made 
to such applicants as may bring themselves within the 
provisions of the trust. 

Resolved by the authority aforesaid, That the Mayor 
be, and is hereby authorised to sell and dispose of the 
Certificates of Debts in which the principal and inter- 
est of John Scott’s Legacy of $3000 is invested, and 
that the proceeds thereof be placed in the Treasury to 
the credit of the said Legacy. 

Resolved by the authority aforesaid, That acommit- 
tee of one member from each Council be appointed to 
consider the present situation of the out standing bonds 
for Loans from Dr. Franklin’s Legacy, with full power 
to take such steps relative to their final collection and 
settlement, as they may deem most advisable and pro- 
per. 





PAVING LAW. 
[The following act is one in which every holder of Real 
Estate is interested, and will therefore be frequently re- 
ferred to; for which purpose we have been induced to 
present it.] 
AN ACT in relation to the paving of private streets, 

Courts and Alleys in the city of Philadelphia. 

Section 1. Beit enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
in General Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by 
the authority of the same, That it shall and may be law- 
ful for the select and common councils of the city of 
Philadelphia, whenever to them it shall seem required 
by the public good that any private streets, courts and 
alleys in the said-city should be paved, and curbed, to 
require the same to be paved, both asto the footways 
and as to the cartways, wherever there are such, and 
also if deemed necessary to be curbed by the owners 
of the ground fronting or bordering thereon at their 
own cost and expenses respectively, agreeably to the 
existing regulations ef the public streets and alleys of 
the said city, in such manner, at such times, and under 
such restrictions as the said select and common councils 
shall or may order and direct. Provided, That no pri- 
vate alley which shall be enclosed and intended for the 
sole use of the owner or occupier shall be required to 
be paved, and that no private street, court or alley, not 
intended for the passage of carts, shall be required to 
be curbed. 
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Sec. 2. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That if the owner or owners, or persons hav- 
ing charge of any ground fronting or bordering on any 
such private street, court or alley, so as aforesaid direc- 
ted to be paved and curbed, or paved or curbed shall 
refuse or heglect to pave and curb, or'to pave or curb,as 

| may be required, that part of such street, court or alley, 
which shall be in front of,or next to their respective lots 
| or pieces of ground, in such manner, andto such extent as 
| may be required, and to keep the same in repair, for the 
space of 60days after he,she or they shall have been there 
| unto required by the city commissioners of the said city, 
then it shall and may be lawful for the said city commis- 
sioners to pave and curb, or pave or curb, as the case 
may be, the part and parts of such streets, courts and 
alleys refused or neglected to be paved and curbed, as 
required aforesaid, and as often as may be necessary 
to repair the same, and to recover the expenses thereof, 
| and at the rate of ten per centum advance thereon as a 
penalty for such refusal or neglect, and the costs of suit, 
| by an action in the name of the mayor, alderman and cit- 
izens of Philadelphia, before the mayor, recorder or any 
| alderman of the said city, or any justice of the peace of 
| any county, or in any court of competent jurisdiction; 
| Provided, That no owner of any lot of ground shall be 
required to pave or curb except opposite or in front of 
his or her lot of ground, and to no greater extent than 
one half of the width of any such street, court or alley. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That the said select and common councils be 
and they are hereby authorized to pass, ordain and es- 
tablish such and so mary laws, ordinances, resolutions 
and regulations as may from time to time be expedient, 
for carrying fully into effect the provisions of this act 

according to its true intent and meaning. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted by the authority 

| aforesaid, That in all cases where the expense of paving 
or curbing any public or private street, court or alley, 
or any part thereof, in the city of Philadelphia, or of 
laying the footways of the same, or the expense of re- 
pairing or relaying the pavements, curbs or foutways of 
such street, court or alley, or parts thereof, is, or shall 
hereafter, by act of assembly or ordinance of the said 
city, be made to be legally chargeable in whole or in 
part against the owner,occupier or person having charge 
of real estate adjoining, fronting or bordering on such 
street, court or alley, and where such expense shall, by 
reason of the default of such owner, occupier or other 
person, have been incurred or borne by the mayor, al- 
dermen and citizens of Philadelphia, in all such cases, 
such real estate shall be held liable and subject to the 
mayor, aldermen and citizens of Philadelphia, for the 
payment of all expenses so by them incurred or borne, 
together with the penalties and costs by law provided, 
and it shall be lawful for them to file their lien fo? the 
same in the court of common pleas for the city and coun- 
ty of Philadelphia, and the lien hereby created shall 
have priority to, and shall be fully satisfied and paid be- 
fore any recognizance, mortgage; judgment, debt, obli- 
gation or responsibility, which the said estate may be- 
come liable to, from and after the passing of this act, 
arid the mayor, aldermen and citizens aforesaid shall be, 
and they are hereby authorised to collect the amount of 
such lien in like manner as money due on judgments 
may now be recovered by a writ of scire facias framed 
to meet the case. Provided, That on the trial of any 
such scire facias suit, the merits of the claim may be tri- 
ed under such rules and regulations as said court may 
adopt. And provided also that no property other than 
that subject to such lien shall be taken or sold to satis- 
fy the same. ‘ 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That it shal! be the duty of the Mayor of the 
city of Philadelphia, immediately after the : of 
this act to cause the same to be published for at least 
one week in the newspapers in which the ordinances of 

| the city are required to be published. 

I certify that the foregoing is a copy of an act of the 
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PENNSYLVANIA CANAL & RAIL-ROAD. 





General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Penn- | The-amount of funds received by the 


sylvania, passed at the last session. In testimony | 
whereof, I have hereunto set my band, at Harris- | 
burg, May 25th, 1829. 


Treasurer of the Canal Commissioners, 
independent of the loan of April, 1829, 
aa = - - Ee - 
| The amount borrowed and paid into the 
| Treasury in anticipation of the loan of 
| 1829, up to the Ist June, 1829, is 
PENNSX¥LVANIA CANAL AND RAIL-ROAD. | 
The Board of canal commissioners adjourned on | 
Tuesday evening last, to meet again in September. | The balance of funds in the Treasury June 
We have been politely favoured by a member of the | 1, 1829, 
Board with a report made by a committee of the board, | The balance to be received on the loan of 
at their recent session at Harrisburg, containing a state-| 1829, if negociated at par, will be 
ment of the amount of money expended by the former 
boards, and the sum that will be at the command of the $1,470,589 00 
present board during the ensuing season. We learn, | This sum of $1,470,589 84,appears to be the amount of 
that the board are determined, in accordance with the | available funds of the present Board, as it stood on the 
recommendation of the committee, to complete those | 1st June, 1829; but it will probably require $270,000 of 
sections of the canal which have already been commenc- | this sum to pay up debts and per centage on work ac- 


4,108,173 89 
FR. R. SHUNK, 
Clerk of the House of Representatives. 





750,500 00 








$4,858,673 89 


21,089 84 
1,449,500 00 











ed as speedily as possible. 

The committee appointed on the 2d inst. to inquire 
relative to the expendituresupon the canal and railway, 
and the means within the power of the Board to proceed 
with the work, Report:—That the whole 

amount of moneys which appear to 

have been placed in the hands ofthe 

Treasurer of the Canal Commissioners, 

under the several acts of the Legisla- 

ture, up to the first day of June 1829, 

inclusive, is - - - - $4,858,673 89 
Of which sum there has been drawn by 

acting Commissioners, superintendants, 

&c. on the Pennsylvania Canal, up to 

same period, - - - - 4,837,584 45 


21,089 44 





Balance in the hands of the Treasurer, 














Of the sums thus drawn, accounts have 
been passed by the accounting officers 
and paid at the treasury for work done, 
and various charges prior to the first of 
June 1829, tothe amountof-- - 4,610,511 45 
Accounts have passed the Auditor Gen- - 
eral’s Office, and are in progress in the 
treasury to the amount of — - - 
And accounts have been rendered and 
are in progress in the Auditor General’s 
office tothe amount of —- : 
Leaving a balance to be accounted for of 


127,856 83 


64,222 69 
35,013 48 








4,837,584 45 
Whole amount drawn. 

The sums drawn from the treasury by the respective 
acting commissioners, superintendants, &c. of the 
former Board, were as follows: 

By Abner Lacock, of the western division 
of the Pennsylvania Canal, - - $1,727,609 40 

By James Clarke, of the Juniata division, 825,141 41 

By Charles Mowry,on the eastern and Sus- 
quehanna division, . : - 1,128,977 14 

' By William Wilson, do. do. . 369,388 38 
By T. G. Kennedy, Delaware division, 270,000 00 

_ By Thos. Woodside, north branch divi- 

sion, : Kp 


Fo ce 236,000 00 
By A. McReynolds, west branch division, 


73,050 00 

By J. Mitchel, on the French Creek 
Feeder, 124,428 12 
By J. Philips, do. do. 50,000 00 
By the Board of Canal Commissioners, 27,000 00 


By Commissioners of Internal Improve- 


ment Fund, - - - - - 5,990 00 








$4,837,584 45 


Repaid to Treasury by J. Phillips, 8,173 89 








4,829,410 56 


2 re 











tually done prior to the Ist of June, leaving therefore 
about $1,200,000, as the actual fund for the prospec- 
tive operations of the year, commencing the Ist June, 
1829. , 
| It is proper to state, that the amount drawn from the 
Treasury of the Board by the acting Commissioners, 
Superintendents, &c. within the year terminating the 
Ist June, 1829, was $3,185,000 48. 

In placing the preceding statement before the Board, 
your committee avoid all remark on the comparatively 
limited means which are left at their disposal. 

The committee have thought it their duty to state 
the material facts, and to recommend that the most 
rigid econemy accountability be enforced by the acting 
Commissioners, Superintendents and other persons in 
the service of the Board. That all agents whose services 
are notactually necessary to the prosecetion of the work, 
be discontinued, and that especial attention be turned 
towards the early completion of such parts of the Canal 
as are niost advanced. q 
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AN ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE AND CHARACTER OF 


MRS. ELIZABETH FERGUSON. 
[From the Port Folio.} 


|__ Mrs. Elizabeth Ferguson was the daughter of Dr. 

Thomas Graeme, by Anne, the daughter of Sir William 
| Keith, then governor of Pennsylvania. Her father was 
|anative of Scotland, and a graduate in medicine. For 
nearly half a century he maintained the first rank in his 
profession in the city of Philadelphia. He held, during 
a great part of this time, the office of collector of the 
|port. Her mother possessed a masculine mind, with 
}all those fema!e charms and accomplishments which 
| render a woman alike agreeable to both sexes. They 
had one son and three daughters, all of whom attained 
to the age of maturity. The subject of this memoir was 
| the youngest of them. She discovered, in early life, 
signs of uncommon talents and virtues, both of which 
were cultivated with great care, and chiefly by her 
mother. Her person was slender, and her health deli- 
cate. - The latter was partly the effect of native weak- 
_ness, being a seven months’ ehild, and partly acquired 
| by too great application to books. She passed her youth 
|in the lap of parental affection. A pleasant and highly- 
improved retreat, known by the name of Greme Park,. 
in Montgomery county, twenty miles from Philadel- 

phia, in which her parents spent their summers, afford- 
ed her the most delightfal opportunities for study, med- 
itation, rural walks, and pleasures, and, above all, for 
cultivating a talent for poetry. This retreat was, more- 
over consecrated to society and friendship. A plentiful 
table was spread daily for visitors, and two or three 
young ladies from Philadelphia generally partook with. 
Miss Greme of the enjoyments which her situation in. 
the country furnished. About her seventeenth year 
she was addressed by a citizen of Philadelphia of res- 
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pectable connexions end character. She gave him her \ races. While bets were making upon different horses, 
heart, with the promise of her hand upon his return | she selected a small horse that wasin the rear of the 
from London, whither he went to complete his educa- | coursers as the subject of a trifling wager. Upon be- 
tion in the law. From causes which it 1s not necessary / ing asked the reason for doing so, she said that the 
to detail, the contract of marriage, at a future day, was | “race was not always to the swift, nor the battle to the 
broken, but not without much suffering on the part of | strong.’? Mr. Sterne, who stood near to her, was struck 
Miss Greme. To relieve and divert her mind from the | with this reply, and, turning hastily towards her, beg- 
effects of this event, she translated the whole of Tele- | ged for the honour of her acquaintance. ‘hey soon be- 
machus into English verse; but this, instead of saving, | came sociab!e, and a good deal of pleasant conversation 
perhaps aided the distress of her disappointment in im- | took place between them, to the great entertainment of 
pairing her health, and that to such a degree as to in- | the surrounding company. 
duce her father, in conjunction with two other physi- Upon her return to Philadelphia, she was visited by a 
cians, to advise a voyage to England for its'recovery,— | numerous circle of friends, as well to condole with her 
Her mother concurred in this advice, but for another | upon the death of her mother, as to welcome her arrival 
reason besides that of restoring her daughter’$ health. | to her native shores. She soon discovered by the streams 
This venerable and excellent woman had long laboured | of information she poured upon her friends, that she 
under a disease which, she believed, would have a fatal | had been ‘‘all eye, all ear, and all grasp,” during her 
issue. She anticipated the near approach of death; and | visit to Great-Britain. The Journal she kept of her 
that it might be less terrible to her, she wished her | travels, wasa feast to all who read it. Manners and cha- 
daughter to be removed beyond the sphere of the coun- | racters in an old and highly civilized country, contrasted 
ter attraction of her affections from the world of spirits, ; with those to which she had been accustomed in our 
which her presence near her death-bed, would excite. | own, accompanied with many curious facts and anec- 
This feeling is not a solitary or-casual one, in the human | dotes, were the component parts of this interesting man- 
mind. Archbishop Lightfoot wished to die from home, | uscript. Her modesty alone prevented its being made 
that he might dissolve more easily his ties to his family. | public, and thereby affording a specimen to the world, 
A lady in Philadelphia, some years ago, in her last mo- | and to posterity, of her happy talents for observation, 
ments said to her daughter, who sat weeping at her bed- | reflection, and composition, 
side, “Leave me, my child; I cannot die while you are | In her father’s family she now occupied the place of 
in the room.” Many instances of similar conflicts be-| her mother. She kept his house, and presided at his 
tween religion and nature have occurred in domestic | table and fire-side in entertaining all his company. Such 
history which have escaped general observation. | was the character of Dr. Greme’s family for hospitality 
Mrs. Greme died, according to her expectation and | and refinement of manners, that all strangers of note 
wishes, during her daughter’s absence, leaving behind | who visited Philadelphia were introduced to it. Satar- 





her two farewell letters to be delivered to her upon her 
return; one, upon the choice of a husband, and the oth- 


day evenings were appropriated for many years during 
Miss Greme’s winter residence in the city, for the en- 
tertainment not only of strangers, but of such of her 





er upon the management of a family. These letters 
contain many original ideas, and the most ardent ex- | friends of both sexes as were considered the most suita- 
pressions of maternal affection. The tenor of these ex- | ble company forthem. These evenings were, properly 
pressions may easily be conceived by the following sen- | speaking, of the attic kind. ‘The genius of Miss Greme 
tence extracted from the introduction to one of them.— | evolved the heat and light that animated them. One 
“| have rested for some time with my pen in my hand, | while she instructed by the stores of knowledge con- 
from being at a loss to find out an epithet to address you | tained in the historians, philosophers, and poets of an- 
with, that shall fully express my affection for you. Af- | cient and modern nations, which she called forth at her 
ter a good deal of deliberation, I can find nothing that | pleasure; and again she charmed by a profusion of ori- 





pleases me better than ‘my own dear Betsy’.”’* 

Miss Greme spent a year in England, where she was 
accompanied by the Rev. Dr. Richard Peters of Phila- 
delphia, a gentleman of highly polished manners, and 
whose rank enabled him to introduce her to the most 
respectable circles of company. She sought, and was 
sought for, by the most celebrated literary gentlemen 
who flourished in England at the time of the accession 
of George the third tothe throne. She was introduced 
to this monarch, and particularly noticed by him. The 
celebrated Dr. Fothergill, whom she consulted as a 
physician, became her friend and correspondent as long 
as he lived. An accident attached the sentimental and 
then popular author of Tristram Shandy to her. She 
took a seat upon the same stage with him at the York 

*Mrs. Greme left letters to several of her friends, to 
be delivered to them after her death. The following is 
an extract from one of them to Mrs. Redman, the wife 
of the late Dr. John Redman: 

“J have been waiting with a pleasing expectation of 
my dissolution a great while, and I believe the same 
portion of grace which has been afforded me hitherto, 
will not be withdrawn at that trying Nour. My trust is 
in my heavenly Father’s mercies, procured and promi- 
sed for the all-sufficient merits of my blessed Saviour, 
so that whatever time it may be before you see this, or 
whatever weakness I may be under on my death-bed, 
be assured this is my faith; this is my hope from my 
youth up untilnow. And thus, my dear, I take my fi- 
nal leave of you. Adieu, forever. 

ANNE GREMF..” 

Sept. 22, 1762. 





| ginal ideas, collected by her vivid and widely expanded 
| imagination, and combined with exquisite taste and 
| judgment into an endless variety of elegant and delight- 
ful forms. Upon these occasions her body seemed to 
| evanish, and she appeared to be all mind. The writer 
of this memoir would have hesitated in giving this de- 
scription of the luminous displays of Miss Grzime’s 
knowledge and eloquence at these intellectual ban- 
| quets, did he not know there are several ladies and 

gentlemen now living in Philadelphia, who can testify 
| that it is not exaggerated. 

It was at one of these evening parties she first saw 
Mr. Hugl¥Henry Ferguson, a handsome and accomplish- 
ed young gentleman who had lately arrived in this coun- 
try from Scotland. They were suddenly pleased with 
each other. Private interviews soon took place be- 
tween them, and in the course of a few months they 
were married. The inequality of their ages, (for he was 
ten years younger than Miss Greme) was opposed, ina 


calculation of their conjugal happiness, by the same- _ 


ness of their attachment to books, retirement, and lite- 
rary society. They settled upon the estate in Mont- 
gumery county, which Mrs. Ferguson’s father (who di- 
ed at an advanced age soon after her marriage) be- 
queathed to her. But before the question of their hap- 
piness could be decided by the test of experiment, the 
dispute between Great Britain and America took place, 
in which it became necessary for Mr. Ferguson to take 
part. He joined the former in the year 1775, and from 
that time a perpetual separation took place between 
him and Mrs. Ferguson. Other causes contributed to 
prevent their re-union after the peace of 1782; but the 
recital of them would be uninteresting as well as for. 
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eign to the design of this publication. Mrs. Ferguson | the Philadelphia Library, with a tribute to the memory 
passed the interval between the year 1775 and the time | of the translator by Mrs. Ferguson.* The mind of her 
of ber death, chiefly in the country upon her farm, in | niece, Ann Young, was an elegant impression of her 
reading, and in the different branches of domestic in- | own: she married Dr. William Smith, of Philadelphia, 
dustry. A female friend who had been the companion | and lived but a few years afterwards. She left a son and 
of her youth, and whose mind was congenial to ber | daughter; the latter followed her mother prematurely 
own, united herdestiny with hers, and soothed her va- | to the grave, in the year 1808, in the 30th year of her 
rious distresses by all the kind and affectionate offices | age; after exhibiting toa numerous and affectionate cir- 
which friendship and sympathy could dictate. In her | cle of acquaintances, a rare instance of splendid talents 
retirement she was eminently useful. The doors of the | and virtues, descending unimpaired through four suc- 
cottages that were in her neighborhood bore the marks | cessive generations. 
of her footsteps, which were always accompanied or| ‘The virtucs which have been ascribed to Mrs. Fer- 
followed with cloathing, provisions, or medicines, to re- | guson, were not altogether the effects of education, nor 
lieve the nakedness, hunger, or sickness of their inhab- | of a happy moral texture of mind. They were impro- 
itants. During the time general Howe had possession | ved, invigorated, and directed in their exercises by the 
ef Philadelphia, she sent a quantity of linen into the | doctrines and precepts of Christianity. To impress the 
city, spun with her own hands, and directed it to be | contents of the Bible more deeply upon her mind, she 
made into shirts for the benefit of the American prison- | transcribed every chapter and verse in it, and hence 
ers that were taken at the battle of Germantown. arose the facility and success with which she frequent- 
Upon hearing, in one of her visits to Philadelphia,that | ly selected its finest historical and moral passages to il- 
a merchant once affluent in his circumstances, was sud- | lustrate oradorn the subjects of her writings and con- 
denly thrown into jail by his creditors, and was suffer- | versation. 
ing from the want of many of the usual comfortsof| She was well read in polemical divinity, and a firm 
his life, she sent hima bed, and afterwards procured ad- | believer in what are considered the mysteries of revela- 
mission into*his apartment, and put twenty dollars into | tion. Although educated in the forms, and devoted to 
his hands. He asked for the name of his benefactress. | the doctrines of the church of England, she worshipped 
She refused to make aerself known to him, and sudden- | devoutly with other sects, when she resided among 
ly lefthim. This humane and charitable act would not | them, by all of whom she was with a singular unanimity 
have been made known, had not the gentleman’s de- | believed to be a sincere and pious Christian. 
scription of her person and dress discovered it. Atthis| There was a peculiarity in her disposition, which 
time her annual income was reduced to the small sum | would seem, at first sight, to cast a shade over the reli- 
of one hundred and sixty dollars a year, which had been | gious part of her character. After the reduction of her 
saved by the friendship of the Jate Mr. George Meade, | income, she constantly refused to accept of the least 
out of the wreck of her estate. Many such secret acts | pecuniary assistance, and even of a present, from any 
of charity, exercised at the expense of her personal and | of her friends. Let such persons whv are disposed to 
habitual comforts, might be mentioned. They will all | ascribe this conduct to unchristian pride, recollect, 
be made known elsewhere. In these acts she obeyed | there is a great difference between that sense of pover- 
the gospel commandment of loving her neighbors better | ty, which is induced by adverse dispensations of Provi- 
than herself. Her sympathy was not only active, but | dence, and that which is brought on by voluntary chari- 
passive in a high degree. Inthe extent of this species | ties. Mrs. Ferguson conformed, in the place, and man- 
of sensibility, she seemed to be allnerve. She partook | ner of her living, to the narrowness of her resources.— 
of the minut «stsorrows of her friends, and even a news- | She knew no want that could make a wise or good wo- 
paper that contained a detail of public or private wo, | man unhappy, and she wzsa stranger to the ‘‘real evil” 
did not pass through her hands without being bedew- | of debt. Her charities, moreover, would not have been 
ed with a tear. Nor did her sympathy with misery end | her own, had they been replaced by the charities of her 
here. The sufferings of the brute creation often drew | friends. 
sighs from her bosom, and led her to express a hope 
that reparation would be made to them for those suffer- 
ings in a future state of existence. | 


The afflictions of this excellent woman from all the 
causes that have been mentioned, did not fill up the 


measure of her sufferings. Her passage out of life was 
I have said that Mrs. Ferguson possessed a talent for | sccompanied with great and protracted pain. This 


poetry. Some of her verses have been published, and | welcome event took place on the 23d of February, in 
many of them are in the hands of her friends. They | the year 1801, in the 62d year of her age, at the house 
discover a vigorous poctical imagination, but the want | of Seneca Lukins, a member of the Society of Friends, 


ofa poeticalear. This will not surprise those who | near Graeme Park, Her body was interred, agreeably to 


know there may be poetry without metre, and metre | her request by the side of her parents in the enclosure 
without poetry. 


of Christ Church, in Philadelphia. 

The prose writings of Mrs. Ferguson indicate strong | Should this attempt to rescue the name and charac- 
marks of genius, taste, and knowledge. Nothing that | ter of this illustrious woman from oblivion, fallinto the 
came from her pen was common. Even her hasty notes | the hands of any of the female readers of the Port Folio, 
to her friends placed the most trivial subjects in such a | who have been accustomed to feel an elevation of soul 
new and agreeable light, as not only secured them from | incontemplating the honor which Madame Dasier, Ma- 
destruction, but gave them a durable place among the | dame Sevigne, Lady Rachel Russel, and Mrs. Rowe, 
most precious fragments of fancy and sentiment. have conferred upon their respective countries; let 

Several of her letters have been published in the Port | them exult not less in reflecting, that a similar honour 
Folio. 


has been conferred upon the United States, by the 
Mrs. Ferguson was a stranger to the feelings of a 


singular attainments and virtues of Mrs. Elizabeth. Fer- 
mother, for she had no children, but she knew, and | guson. 


faithfully performed all the duties of that relation to the 
son and daughter of one of her sisters, who committed 
them to her care upon her death bed. They both pos- 
sessecl hereditary talents and virtues. Her nephew, 
John Young, became under her direction, an accom- 


plished scholar and gentleman. He died g lieutenant in | hours, as a punishment for some offence, In this situa. 
the British army, leaving behind him a record of his in- | tion, he picked up a book to relieve himself, from the 
dustry and knowledge, in an elegant translation of d’- | uneasiness of his solitude. This book arrested and fix- 
Argent’s Ancient Geography, into the English lan- | ed his attention. He read it through, and from that 
guage. A copy of this valuable work is to be seen in | time he became deyoted to buoks and study. 





*A singular incident laid the foundation for the lite. 
rary acquirements of this young gentleman. Before his 
12th year he was an idle boy; about this time, his aunt 
locked him in her father’s library, for four and twenty 
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THE CHARTER OF THE BOROUGH OF 
LANCASTER. 

GEORGE the Second, by the Grace of God, of Great- 
Britain, France and Jrelund King, Defender of the Faith, 
&c. ‘loall to whom these Presents shall come, Greet- 
ing. WHEREAS our lovirg Subject, JAMES HAM- 
ILION of the City of Philadelphia, in the Province of 
Pennsylvania, Esq. Owner of a ‘Tract of Land whereon 
the ‘lown of Lancaster, in the same Province, is erect- 
ed, HATH, on the Behalf of the Inhabitants of the 
said Town, represented unto our trusty and well-belov- 
ed THOMAS PENN, Esq; one of the Proprietors of 
the said Province, and Geurge Thomas, Esq; with our 
Royal Approbation Lieut. Gov. thereof, under JOHN 
PENN, the said THOMAS PENN, and RICHARD 
PENN, Esquires, true and absolute Proprietors of the 
said Province, and the Counties of New-Castle, Kent and 
Sussex, upon Delaware, the grest Improvements and 
Buildings made, and continuing to be made in the said 
Town by the great Increase of the Inhabitants thereof, 
and hath humbly besougiit them for our Letters Patent, 
under the Great Seal of the said Province, to erect the 
said Town of Lancaster into a Borough, according to cer- 
tain Limits and Bounds hereinafter described, and to 
incorporate the Freeholders and Inhabitants of tlre same 
with perpetual Succession, and to grant them such Im- 
munities and Priviledges as might be thought necessary 
for the well-ordering and governing thereof. 

THEREFORE KNOW YE, That we favouring the 
Application of the said JAMES HAMILTON, on be- 
half of the said Freeholders and Inhabitants, and willing 
to promote Trade, Industry, Rule and good Order 
amongst all our Subjects, of our special Grace, certain 
Knowledge and mere Motion, «have erected, and by 
these Presents do erect the said Town of Lancaster into 
a Borough for ever hereafter, to be called by the name 
LANCASTER; which saidBorough shall extend, be lim- 
ited and bounded in the Manner it is now laid out, pur- 
suant to the Plan thercof hereunto annexed. 

AND we further grant and ordain, That the Streets of 
the said Borough shall forever continue as they are now 
laid out and regulated. 

, AND we do nominate and appoint Thomas Cookson 
FE Sebastian Grooffe to be the present Burgesses; and 















































tke said Thomas Cookson sha!] be called the Chief Bur- 
gess within the said Borough, and Michael Byerly, Ma- 

| thias Young, John Dehoffe John Folkes, Abraham Jobn- 
/ gon, and Peter Worrall, assistants for advising, aiding 
_ and assisting the said Burgesses in the execution of the 
\ power and authorities herein given them: and Alexan- 
\ der Giblony to be High-constable; and George Sander- 
son to be Town-clerk: To continue Burgesses, Assis- 
\tants, High-constable and Town-clerk until the fif- 
\teenth Day of September which will be in the Year of 
jour Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred and Forty- 
four, and from thence until others shall be duly elected 
or appointed in their Places as is herein after directed. 
AND we do by these Presents, for us, our Heirs and 
Successors, further give, grant and declare, That, the 
said Burgesses, Freeliolders and Inhabitants within the 
Borough aforesaid, and their Successors for ever here- 
after, shall be one Body corporate and politick in Deed 
and in Name; and them by the Name of the Burgesses 
and Inhabitants of the Borough of Lancaster, in the 
County of Lancaster, one Body politick and corporate 
in Deed and in Name, We do for us, our Heirs and 
Successors, fully create, constitute and confirm by 
these Presents; and by the same Name of the Burgesses 
and Inhabitants of the Borough of Lancaster, that they 
may have Perpetual Succession; and that they and their 
Successors, by the Name of the Burgesses and Inhabi- 
ants of the borough of Lancasfer-be, and at all times for 
ever hereafter shall be, persons able and capable in law, 
to have, get, receive and possess lands, tenements, rents, 
neclagried pret pete franchizes and hereditaments, to 
them and their successors in fee-simple, or for term of 
life, lives, years or otherwise; and also goods, chattles, 


and other things of what'nature or kind scever; and also 
give, grant, lett, sell and assign the same lands, tene- 
ments, hereditaments, goods and chattles, snd todo and 
execute all other things about the same by the name 
uforesaid: and also, that they be, and shall be for ever 
hereafter, persons able and capable in law, to sue and 
be sued, plead and be impleaded, answer and be an- 
swered unto, defend and be defended, in all or any of 
our courts or other places, and before any Judges, Jus- 
tices, and other persons whatsoevér within the province 
aforesaid, in all manner of actions, suits, complaints, 
pleas, causes and mattcrs whatsoever. And that it shall 
and may be lawful to and for the Burgesses and inhabit- 
ants of Lancaster afoiesaid, and their successors for ever 
nereafter, to have and use one common seal for the 
sealing of all business whatsoever touching tlre said cor- 
poration, and the same from time to time at their will 
to change and alter. 

And we do for us, our heirs and successors, further by 
these presents, grant full power and authority for the 
Burgesses, Constable, assistants and freeholders, togeth- 
er with such inhabitants, house-keepers within the said 
borough, as shall have resided therein at least for the 
space of one whole year next preceeding any such elec- 
tion as is herein after directed, and hired a house and 
ground within the said borough of the yearly value of 
Jive pounds or upwards, on the fifteenth day of Septem- 
ber which will be in the year of our Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and forty-four, and on that day yearly for 
ever thereafter, unless it happen to fall on Sunday, and 
then on the next day following, publickly to meet in 
some convenient place within the said borough, to be 
appointed by the chief Constable, and then and there 
to nominate, elect and choose by the ballot, two able 
men of the inhabitants of the said borough to be Bur- 
gesses, one to be high Constable, one to be town clerk, 
and six to be assistants within the same, for assisting the 
Burgesses in the managing the affairs of the said borcugh, 
and of keeping of peace and good order therein: which 
election shall be taken from time to time by the high 
Constable of the yea: preceeding: and the names of the 
persons so elected shall be certified under his seal to 
the Governor for the time being within ten days next 
after such election; and the Burgess who shall h.ve the 
majority of votes shall be called the chief Burgess of she 
said borough. But in case it shall so happen that the 
said freeholders and inhabitants, house-keepers afore- 
said, shall neglect or refuse to elect or chuse Burgesses 
and other the officers in manner aforesaid, that then it 
shall and may be lawful for the Governor for the time 
being to nominate, appoint and commissionate Burges- 
ses, Constable, town clerk and assistants for that year; 
to hold and continue in their respective offices until the 
next time of annual election appointed as aforesaid, and 
so as Often as occasion shall require. 

And we further will and ordain, that the said Burges- 
ses for the time being shall be, and are hereby impow- 
ered and authorized to be conservators of the peace 
within the said borough; and shall have power by them- 
selvesand upon their own view, or in other lawful man- 
ner, to remove all nuisances and_incroachments on the 
said streets and high ways within the borough aforesaid 
as they shall see occasion: with power also.to arrest, im- 
| and punish rioters and other breakers of the 

peace or good behaviour, award process, bind to the 
peace or behaviour, commit to prison, and to make Ka- 
lendars of the prisoners by them committed; and the 
same to return, together with such recognizances and 
examinations as shall be by them taken, to the next 
court of Quarter-sessions of the County of Lancaster, 
there to be proceeded on as occasion may or shall re- 
quire; and to do all and singular other matters and things 
within the said borough as fully and effectually, to all in- 
tents and purposes, as Justices of the peace in their 
respective counties can or may lawfully do. 

But before any of the said Burgesses, Constable, Town 
clerk or other officers, shall take upon them the execu- 
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tion of their respective offices, they shall take and sub- 
scribe the oaths or affirmations of allegiance, and such 
other oaths and affirmations as are by the laws of our 
government in such cases provided, together with the 
oaths or affirmations for the due execution of their res- 
pective offices. -—And every chef Burgess so elected 
or appointed from year to year as aforesaid, shall within 
ten days immediately after his election, present him- 
self to be qualified, by taking the oaths or affirmations 


| and seal of one of the said Burgesses, or any otherlaw- 
ful way or means whatsoever, for the use of the said 
Corporation. And in any such case, it shall and may 
be lawful for the said inhabitants to proceed to the 
choice of some other fit person or persons in the stead of 
such who shall so refuse. 
And it shall and may be lawful for the sa'd burgesses 
high constable and assistants for the time being to a-sem- 
‘ble town meetings as often as they shall find occasion: 


aforesa™l, before the Governor for the time being, or be- | At which meetings they may make such ordinances and 
fore such other persons as the Governor shall think fit to | rules, not repugnant to, or inconsistent with the laws of 
appoint for that purpose: and on failure of his so present | the said protince, as to the greatest part of the inhabit- 
ing himself, unless disabled by sickness or other reason- ants shall seem necessary and convenient for the goud 
able cause, such as shall be allowed of by the Governor | government ofthe said Borough. And the same rules 
forthe time being, another chief Burgess shall from time | and orders to put in execution; and the same to revoke, 


to time, and as often as occasion shall require, be appoint- 
ed in the stead of such person so failing to appear and 
qualify himself as before directed: which Burgess so to 
be appointed by the Governor for the time being, shall 
and may enjoy his office until the day of election next 
ensuing such his appointment. And the chief Burgess 


having qualified himself in a manner aforesaid, shall and | 


may enter upon his office; and the other Burgesses, Con- 
stable, town clerk, or other officers shall and may qualify 
themselves for their respective offices by taking & sub- 
scribing the oaths or affirmations aforesaid before the suid 
chief Burgess, or before any of the Justices of the peace 
of the said County of Lancaster for the time being, who 
are hereby authorized and mpowered to administer the 
same. 

And we do further grant for us, our heirs and succes- 
sors, to the Burgesses, freeholders and inhabitants, 
house-keepers aforesaid, and their successors, to have, 
hold and keep within the said borough two markets in 


each weck, that is to say, one market on Wednesday, | 





and alter and make anew as occasion shall require.— 
And also to impose such mulcts and amerciaments upon 
breakers of the said ordinances as to the makers thereof 
shall be thought reasonable; to be levied as above is di- 
rected in case of fines, for the use of the said borough, 
without rendering any account thereof to us, our suc- 
cessors, or to the proprietors aforesaid, their heirs or 
successors. Also at the said meetings to mitigate or 
release the said fines and mulcts, upon the submission 
of the parties. 

And we do further will and grant, that where any 
doubts shall happen to arise touching this present char- 
ter, that the same shall in all courts of law and equity be 
construed and taken most favourably and beneficially 
for the said corporation. 

In testimony whereof, we have caused these ovr let- 
ters to be made patent. Witness George T'.omas, Esq.; 
with our royal approbation Lieutenant Governor of the 
province aforesaid under John Penn, Thomas Penn and 
Richard Penn, Esquires, true and absolute proprietaries 





and one market on Saturday in every week of the year | of the province aforesaid, and of the counties Newcastle 
for ever in the lot of ground already agreed upon for | Kent and Sussex, on Delaware, the first day of May, in 
that purpose and granted for that use by Andrew Ham- | the fifteenth year of our reign, Anno Domini, 1742. 


ton, Esq. late of Philadelphia, deceased, as by the | 


| Lancaster Borough, ss. 
And also | 


deeds thereof to John Wright, and other Trustees for 
the said County of Lancaster, may appear. 
two fairs therein every year, the first to begin on the | 
first day of June next ensuing, and to continue that day 
and the next day fullowing; and the other of the said 
fairs to begin on the twenty-fifth day of October follow- 
ing, and to continue that day and the next day after. 
And when either of those days shall happen to fall on 
Sunday, then the said fairs to be kept the next day or 
two days following together, with the free liberties, 
customs, profits and emolument, to the said markets 
and fairs belonging, and in any-wise appertaining, for- 
ever. 

And we do hereby further grant and ordain, that | 


} 
\ 
‘ 


GEORGE THOMAS, 


This is to certify, that the above is a true copy 
of the Charter granted to the inhabitants of the 
town of Lancaster, in the county of Lancas- 
ter and province of Pennsylvania, IN TES- 
TIMONY Whereof, I have hereto set 
my hand, and caused the seal of the Borough 
aforesaid to be hereunto affixed the first Day 
of December, in the year of our Lord one thou- 

sand seven hundred and sixty. 
JOHN HOPSON, Chief Burgess. 


- 


(LS8.) 





Reraprxe, May 23. 
On Tuesday evening last, we had heavy and repeated 


there shall be a clerk of the market for the said borough, | showers of rain accompanied by sharp flashes of light- 
who shall have the assize of bread, wine, beer, wood | ning and loud claps of thunder. At about 4 o’clock the 
and all other, provisions brought for the uve of the said | county jail was struck, the fluid decending through the 
inhabitants, who shall and may perform all things be- | roof and chimney near the eastern end 6f the edifice, 
longing to the office of a clerk of the market within | tearing a hole in the former about 9 inches in diameter, 
the said borough: and that John Morris shall be the | descending a rafter from the point to the end, complete- 
present clerk of the market, who shall be removable | ly shattering and splintering it, and finally taking the 
for any Malfeazance in his office by the Burgesses and | wall to the bottom, where it evaporated. That portion 
assistants aforesaid, and another from time to time ap- | of the fluid which was conducted by the chimney, en- 
pointed and removed as they shall find it necessary. tered a room in the second story, perforated the floor 

And we do further grant unto the said Burgesses,high | close to the hearth of the fire-place, and descended in- 
Constable and assistants, and their successors, as much | to the family sitting room of Sheriff Bickel,in which were 
as in ys is, That if any of the inhabitants of the said bo- | hisdaughter & two grand-children the one 5 the other 2 
rough shall be hereafter elected to the office of Bur- | years of age. The oldest child was lying on the carpet 
gesses, high Constable or assistants, and having notice | asleep, and the youngest on Mrs. B.’s lap. The room 


of his or their election, shall refuse to undertake and ex- 
ecute that office to which he is chosen, it shall and may 
be lawful for the Burgesses, high Constable and assist- 
ants then acting to impose such moderate fines on the 
person or persons so refusing as to them shall seem | 
meet; so always that such fine imposed on a Burgess 
elect do ngt exceed ten pounds, and the Fine on the 
high Constable or an assistant elect do not exceed five 
pounds, each tobe levied by distress and sale of the 


was represented as being illuminated, and fears were 
entertained from the circumstance that the child on the 
carpet did not move, although the clap of thunder shook 
the building to the foundation, it had been struck. It 
was lifted up and carried by a neighbor to his own house 
and did not become perfectly reanimated for several 
minutes. We are glad to state that the child sustained 
no injury, and was in a few hours after as lively as usual. 
For several hours, a strong sulphurous smell pervaded 





goods of the party refusing, by warrant under the hand 
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the whole building. It is conjectured that had the fluid 
not been divided, by a portion, and no doubt the great- 
est, taking the rafier as a conductor, all in the room 
would have perisled.—Journal. 





Reapine, Penn. June 6. 
Our enterprising fellow-citizens, Messrs. Lane and 
Orrick, have introduced here among the blacksmiths, 
the bituminous coal from Clearfield county, via the U- 
hion Canal. We yesterday examined a cargo recently 


received; but claiming no credit as mineralogists, we of 


course are not prepared to expatiate upon the quality 
of this newly introduced fuel. As far as our judgment 
goes, however, we deem it in no particular inferior to 
the Liverpvol or Virginia coal.— Berks Journal. 





The York, Pa. Recorder states that damage was done 
in crops, fences, and other property, in the south eastern 
section of that county, by an excessive fall of rain on 
Tuesday week. The oldest inhabitants in the neighbor- 
hood assert, that they never before witnessed such an 
out-pouring of the waters. It appears also that much 


injury was done by the storm, on the same day, in Lan- 


caster county. The Journal states that six barns were 
consumed by lightening, several mill dams destroyed, 
and one or two mill houses injured. The Conestoga 
rose with great rapidity, and several arks and rafis from 


near Safe Harbour, were carried down the Susquelan- 


na; their fate not yet ascertained. 





The York, Pa. Recorder, says—‘‘The jail of this coun- 
ty isat present empty—not an individual being confined 
therein for crime or debt. ‘The like has not occured 
before for nearly two years.” 





Yorn, June 2. 

During the past week young wild pigeons were abun- 
dant in this Meighbourhood. A> considerable number 
were bagged, bit instead of being ‘as fat as butter’ most 
of them proved to be particularly lean. ‘hey are not 
yet full fledged, anc are comparatively tame. It is said 
that in some pluces they have done much injury to ap- 
ple orchards by eating the young fruit. 





York, (Pa._) June 2. 

There is in the Hospital of this place a young lady 
aged sixteen years Elizabeth Mundes by name, 
who complains somewhat of the great heat, and doubt- 
less not without good cause. She is in height 4 feet 9 
inches, dimensions round the abdominal part of the body 
5 feet 3 inches, and around the breast 4 feet 6 inches. 
She weighs 365 pounds. She would make a fine ap- 
pearance among the /aced ladies on a Ball Room floor 
in a cold winter night —Gaz. 





Easton, Penn. June 5. 
Several sections of this county, in the neighborhood 
of Easton, sustained considerable injury during the 
storm of wind and rain, which visited us on Friday after- 
noon last. A great number of fences were blown down, 
trees torn up by the roots, barns uncovered, &c. in ex- 
posed situations, fields of rye and wheat also suffered 


materially, the stalks being blown over and broken off 


by the violence of the gust; fortunately it came unac- 
companied by hail, had it been otherwise our farmers 
would have sustained much greater losses. 

Since writing the above we have learnt with regret, 
that there has been hail in parts of Bethlehem and some 
other more remote townships, to complete the destruc- 
tion of grain, and that the rain fell so abundautly as to 
sweep away entire fields of corn. 





RAPID TRAVELLING. 
The new Express Line of splendid post coaches be- 
tween this city and Easton, Pa. owned by our enterpris- 
ing mail contractor, James Reeside, left Easton this 








morning at four, and arrived in this city at 1 o’clock and 
20 minutes, performing the route in 9 hours and 20 min- 
utes, which I understand is the shortest passage ever 
made before. A PASSENGER. 





The Lehigh Canal.—The first load of Coal passed 
through Leligh port lock on the 9th of June. Two 
boats laden with about 40 tons and drawn by one horse, 
reached us in safety and proceeded on Wednesday 
morning to Bethlehem. The indefatigable manager, 
Friend White, was on board, and hundreds of our citi- 
zens were assembled to greet him. Lehigh Her. 

Samuel Hinkle, the supervisor of Northampton town- 
ship dug out of the road, a sand stone weighing between 
4 and 500 pounds, as round as a cannon ball. He in- 
tends to send it to Philadelphia, for the use of the ship 
P ennsylvania. Ib. 





In an excursion on the Broad Mountain, in Schuylkill 
county, during the past week, we were somewhat sur- 
prised at finding it literally ave with Locusts. Every 
tree, bush and even the ground appears covered with 
these merry insects. They do not appear there, as we 
were informed annually, and it lacks five of the seven- 
teen years, since we were last visited by them in this 


quarter. fteading paper. 





W asuinetox, (Penn.) May 30. 
Multitudes of the migratory fcust have made their ap- 
pearance within the present week in this neighbour- 
hood, and they are beginning to locate on the fruit and 
forest trees. 





Major Wilson, Engineer of the Pennsylvania rail road, 
and Col. De Witt Clinton, Engineer of the Jumata Ca- 
pal, have resigned their offices. 





Mercer, Pa., May 23.—A number of families arrived 
in this village fromy England during this week. They 
will settle in this vicinity, in the neighbourhood of Mr. 
North, by whom they were induced to emigrate. They 
appear like able and good farmers, and will be an ac- 
cession of no little consequence to the county.— Gazelte, 





Numerous draught of Fish.—The subscribers hoisted 
a common hvop net out of the River Schuylkill on the 
22d of May, 1829, which had been in the water only 
forty-eight hours, containing seven hundred and nine- 
ty-nine fish, and one fish’s head, and two turtles; (the 
hsh were all cat fish except about 4a dozen which were 
scale fish.) Yet the net was not broken. The fish 
were truly counted. 

Though we are not fishermen, yet we challenge our 
neighbours, or those who please to excel this in multi- 
tude; taking the same means. 

Samoezt WILIAvUER, 
Wa. WERSLER, 


Coventry Township. 





Marietta, Pa. June 5. 
Since the commencement of the Pennsylvania Canal, 
between this place and Columbia, about 60 buildings 
have sprung up like mushrooms, along the bne, almost 
connecting Marietta and Columbia into one continued 
town. The middle, also, may vie in population and bus- 
tle, with both the extremes. 





Orwigsburg, Schuylkill co. Pa. Jan. 5. 

The resources of ourccunty are becoming daily deve- 
loped. Within the last week an extensive body of Iron 
Ore has been discovered on the property of Mr. John 
Dribert, a few hundred yards from this borough, near 
the turnpike leading to Pottsville. They have already 
dug down a considerable depth and bored still further, 
and there is every prospect of a large body. The oreis 
pronounced to be of the first quality. A few acres of 
the land was this morning soid to a gentleman of Read- 
ing for 1800 dollars. 
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Appointments by the Governor. 


John L. Woolf, esq. to be Clerk of the OrphansCourt 
for the City and County of Philadelphia, in the room of 
Dr. William Runkle, jr. removed. 

Richard Porter, esq. to be Prothonotary of the county 
of York, in the place of Gen. MichaelW.Ash, removed. 

Frederick Eichelberger, esq. to be Register and Re- 
corder of the county of York, in the place of Jacob B. 
Wentz, esq. removed. 


Doylestown, Bucks co. Pa. June 1. 

It is surprising to see,with what rapidity vegetation 
bas put forth in the last two or three weeks. The win- 
ter grain, which from the backwardness of the season 
looked unpromising, has come forward astonishingly. 
A few days ago we were induéed to measure one or two 
stalks of Rye, plucked promiscuously out of the lot of 
Dr. Charles Meredith, immediately back of our office, 
and found them to be about seven feet inlength. If we 
do not mistake, this is rather an unusual length for this 
season of the year. The appearance of the oats, corn 


and grass, leads the husbandman to hope arich reward 
for his toil. 





COAL TRADE OF THE SCHUYLKILL. 
Shipments of Coal from Mount Carbon to Philadel- 


phia: _ 





f Tons. 
Week ending 6th inst. 101 boats carrying 2,713 
Per last report, 545 do. do. 14,907 

Total. 646 17,620 


—_— 
_ 


Up tothe present time last year, the amount of coal 
sent to market was 12,961 tons. The quantity sent 
down this season amounts to 17,620 tons, leaving a bal- 
ance in favour of the present season of 4,659 tons. Our 
readers will please bear in mind that the navigation 
opened two weeks later this season than in 1828. On 
no occasion, we believe, did the weekly quantity last 
year amount to 2,000 tons—this year it has amounted to 








2,713, and may,in a short time, amount to 6,000 tons per 
week.— Miner’s Journal. 





LUMBER OF THE SUSQUEHANNA. 
Battimore, June 3. 


Among the various articles of commerce of the Sus-_ 
quheanna river, that of Lumber forms an item of no in- | 


considerable importance. 


night, as they moved slowly up to Baltimore with the 
tile, extending apparently a mile in length, with here | 


and there a house upon them, sufficiently large for the | 


$100,641. 


is collected with which this market is supplied—-and 
that by computation, there has not been quite so nuch 
lumber received here this season as there was the last, 
and the prices not quite as good, the difference being 
only in this—that last year the market price was 9, 17 . 
and 23 dollars per M. according to the different quali- 
ties, either in cash or on time, with interest; whereas 
now the sales are at the same prices, but on a credit of 
four and six months, without interest. The Susquehan- 
na lumber, we understand, is now all in market that 
may be expected this year, as it is only during the 
spring months, when the river is full, that it can be 
floated down. Chronicle. 


° PREMIUMS. 

The editors of this paper are authorized to offer, (and 
pledge themselves for the performance,) a gold medal 
with a suitable inscription, value one hundred dollars, 
or a piece of plate of equal value, for the best essay, (its 
merits to be decided on by competent and impartial 
judges,) on the inadequacy of the wages generally paid 
to seamstresses, spoolers, spinners, shoe-binders, &c. to 
purchase food, raiment and clothing; on the effects of 
that inadequacy upon the happiness and morals, not 
merely of the females, but of their families, when they 





_have any; and on the probability that those low wages 


frequently force poor women to the choice between 
dishonour and the absolute want of common necessa- 
ries. ‘The whole, as far as the nature of the case will 
permit, to be corroborated with facts and to embrace 
an inquiry whether those evils are susceptible of reme- 
dy or alleviation; and if sc, by what means. 

All communications to be post paid, and to be ac- 
companied with private marks, whereby the author may 
be known. 

P. 8. ‘The essays are expected to be delivered on or 
before the first day of November next. U.S. Gaz. 





We had yesterday ufternoon, a thundergust, and hea- 
vy showers of rain, in which, for a few minutes, hail fell 
very thickly, of the size of a musket ball. June 1. 





The Pennsylvania Inquirer, a daily evening journal 
made its first appearance in this city, on Monday, the 
Ast inst. 





Reat Esrate.—The estate of the late Mrs. Sarak 
Twells was sold on Tuesday evening at the Merchants’ 


Our attention has frequently | Coffee-House, by Messrs. T. B. Freeman and Son, for 
been attracted to the large rafts, within the last fort- | 


$103,637. The appraisement, we understand, was 


The two lots on Market-street, between Fourth and 
fifth-streets, measuring 54 feet 10 inches in front by 


comfortable accommodation of half a dozen men; but | 125 feet indepth, were sold for $60,200. The houses, 


we thought little more on the subject, until in conver- 
sation with an inspector. on Monday afternoon, on in- 
terrogating him with regard to the probable quantity in 
one of these rafts or floats, which consist of a number of 
rafts, confined together, were astonished to hear him 
say that in the year 1812, he inspected one float which 
contained upwards of two million five hundred thousand 
feet of plank and boards! The quantity was enormous- 
ly large, to be sure—and he informed that the article | 
was all purchased for a foreign market, at three differ- 
ent prices, averaging something like $25 per 1000 feet. 
On inquiry yesterday, of a dealer in the article, we 
were informed that a calculation had been made within 
a day or two, and the result was that something like 
eight millions of feet of lumber had been brought to this 
market, this season, from the Susquehanna river; and 
that in one float, in which he had 300,000 feet, there 
were three millions of feet! this float arrived about ten 
days since. Our iniormant furthermore stated, that the 
rafts which composed this mammoth float, were brought 
from Chenango and Broome counties, in the western 
part of the state of New-York, (about 400 miles by wa- 
ter from this city,) where seven-eighths of the lumber 


which are old, will be taken down by the purchasers. 





Religious. —The first Presbyterian Church of South- 
wark was, May 31st, dedicated to the service of God. 

Preaching was also had for the first time in the ses- 
sion room, in the basement story of the tenth Presbyte- 
rian church of this city, corner of 12th & Walnut st. 





Abiah Sharpe, on the 5th inst, was elected Secretary 
of the Board of Health, in the place of Dr. E. C. Cook, 
resigned. 





Passyunk Township.—A bunch of Asparagus was cut 
by Mr. Rudolph Field, on Friday last, 6 inches long,and 
18heads, weighing 3 pounds t ounce. 
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